In studying for the final for Perspectives 2001, Religion and Politics in the Middle East, note the following.

1.
There will be a map portion.  This will be very similar to the quiz at the beginning of the semester.  I will have a blank map and ask you to identify countries and capital cities.

2.
All of the exam questions will be Multiple Choice and True/False
3.
Many of the questions will be drawn from past quizzes.  Below are questions from our past quizzes, which you should use as a study guide.
1. I have argued in this class that, overall, the Shiite Ulama have seen their authority _______________ over the course of the last 150 years, especially in Iran.

a. increase

b. decrease

c. stay the same

___________

2. “Twelver” Shiites each follow the religious rulings of a religious scholar known as a:

a. Fatwa

b. Mahram

c. Marja taqlid

___________

3. The idea that a clergy member should rule the state is

a. as old as Shiism itself

b. an innovation within Shiism

c. an idea invented by Reza Shah Pahlavi

d. an idea of Ayatollah Khomeini’s

e. b and c

f. b and d

___________

4. In 1890-91, a crisis occurred in Iran over the Tobacco Concession.  Eventually the sale and use of tobacco in Iran came to a halt.  This was because

a. All the tobacco was to be exported leaving addicts without their drug

b. Islam bans the use of Tobacco

c. The Qajar Shah decided, against the will of most Iranians, to ban the use of tobacco as a way to resist foreign tobacco companies

d. The Qajar Shah, against the will of most Iranians, sold the right to buy and sell Tobacco to a foreign concessionaire.

e. None of the above  

___________

5. The Pahlavi dynasty lasted from:

a. 1906-1979

b. 1925-1979

c. 1925-1941

d. 1953-1979

e. None of the above

___________

6. Mosaddegh was in power as the Iranian Prime Minister in:

a. 1951-1953

b. 1941-1953

c. 1953-1957

d. 1945-1957

e. None of the above

___________

7. Mosaddegh was elected Prime Minister on a platform that called for:

a. attracting foreign investment from the major oil companies

b. kicking out all the foreigners in Iran

c. nationalizing the oil company and its resources

d. creating an Islamic economy not reliant on oil

e. All the above

___________

8. Mosaddegh’s base support at first included

a. the army, the bureaucracy, and big business owners

b. the leftists, communists, intellectuals and nationalists

c. the intelligentsia, middle classes and religious leaders

d. a and c

e. b and c

___________

9. One event that helped weaken Mosaddegh’s support was

a. When the statues of the Shah were toppled and the army was called in

b. When the CIA paid agents provocateur to topple those statues

c. When the communists were blamed for toppling those statues

d. These all refer to the same set of events

e. None of the above

___________

10. In 1953, 

a. Mosaddegh came to power

b. Mosaddegh was removed from power in “Operation Ajax”

c. Mosaddegh was killed

d. Mosaddegh nationalized the oil company

 ___________

11. Muhammad Reza Shah was restored to power and:

a. nationalized the oil

b. returned control of the oil to the foreign oil companies

c. became increasingly repressive

d. turned Iran into a model for democracy in the region

e. b and c

f. a and c

___________

12. The boys sent to fight Iraq in the Iran-Iraq war were given:

a. golden Qur’ans to remind them of the cause for which they fought

b. gilded pictures of Khomeini to inspire their bravery

c. golden keys that would open the doors of paradise upon their martyrdom

d. golden daggers to take their lives rather than be captured alive

___________

13. The1978-79 revolution in Iran was largely ___________________ by Iranian leftists and intellectuals

a. supported

b. opposed

c. ignored

d. none of the above

___________

14. In Persepolis, Marji’s family is:

a. working class and socially conservative

b. upper class and socially liberal

c. working class but socially liberal

d. none of the above

___________

15. Robert Newman (the comedian) points out that the first troop deployments of the British army in World War I in 1914 were to:

a. Iran

b. Basra (Iraq)

c. Belgium

d. France

___________

16. In class and in the chapter by Vali Nasr, it has been pointed out that Khomeini argued that the clergy was best qualified to rule because:

a. they were best educated members of society

b. they were most knowledgeable in matters of the spirit, which is the essence of religion

c. they were most knowledgeable in Sharia law, which is the basis for an Islamic society

d. they could best administer the practical aspects of government such as the economy

___________

17. Nasr argues that Khomeini _____________________ popular Shiite customs and spirituality such as the annual commemoration of the martyrdom of Hussein at Karbala or visitation to the shrines of the Imams.

a. encouraged and supported

b. downplayed and discouraged

c. saw as models for Shiite greatness

d.  personally engaged in and led

___________

18. Marji’s uncle Anoosh is:

a. imprisoned and executed

b. freed and goes abroad to the United States

c. coopted and joins the Islamic revolutionary government

d. exiled to Russia after which Marji never sees him again

___________

19. From an Iranian nationalist perspective, the United States:

a. has always been an enemy and an imperialist force

b. has always supported Iran in its struggles for independence and sovereignty

c. was once viewed as supportive of Iranian sovereignty against the other imperialists

d. has always been viewed as an evil Christian force in the world and therefore something to be fought.

__________

20. In Iran after the Islamic revolution, clothing and hair styles often came to symbolize:

a. one’s Islamic commitment or lack thereof

b. one’s class status

c. one’s ability to travel abroad

d. nothing. They were just matters of personal choice

___________

1. Usama bin Laden’s formal education is:

a. a traditional one, in a madrasa run by the Ulama

b. a modern one, in American Literature and Culture

c. a modern one, in Economics and Business Administration

d. a traditional one, in that he studied the  Qur’an on his own

e. none of the above

2. Sayyid Qutb argues that Jahiliyya:

a. is a historical epoch that predates Islam

b. is now eliminated because of the existence of Islam

c. is a condition that afflicts contemporary Muslims today

d. none of the above

3. Hakimiyya refers to the need to:

a. Protect the rights of the state to govern us

b. Protect God’s sovereignty

c. Protect the secular state against religious fanaticism

d. Protect Muslims against the encroachment of the West

4. The Muslim Brotherhood was founded in:

a. Palestine

b. Syria

c. Iraq

d. Egypt

e. None of the above

5. The Muslim Brotherhood’s main political slogan now is:

a. Islam is the solution

b. The problem is the West

c. No Islam, No Peace

d. Islam is a religion of peace

6. Abdullah Azzam:

a. Called for a global jihad against America

b. Called for a global jihad against the Soviet Union

c. Argued that the jihad was only incumbent upon Afghans since it was their country

d. All the above

e. B and C

7. Takfir, or considering others to be infidels, is:

a. Something that Abdullah Azzam believed in

b. Something that emerges from Sayyid Qutb’s writings

c. A slogan that calls people to repent and live in peace

d. A tactic in used by the Islamic militants to support their cause

e. B and D

8. Usama bin Laden justifies his attacks on American civilians by saying that:

a. All Christians and Jews are guilty and must be attacked

b. All Americans are ultimately responsible for the wicked acts of their govt.

c. Muslims are not to be constrained in fighting for any reason

d. None of the above

9. UBL justifies fighting the Americans by saying that:

a. The US has long been supporting what he considers to be enemies of Islam

b. The US has long supported Israel

c. The US has long supported the dictatorial regimes of the Muslim world

d. The US has been a major exploiter of the natural resources of the region

e. The US occupies the Arabian peninsula

f. All the above

10. Ayman al-Zawahiri

a. Brings the kind of prestige to al-Qaeda that Saudis have

b. Has a long history of fighting the Egyptian government through his organization “al-Jihad”

c. Is a major contributor to al-Qaeda’s Takfiri worldview

d. Was arrested after the assassination of President Sadat in Egypt

e. All the above

f. B and D

g. B, C, D

