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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

| hope everyone is doing well during this busy spring season. The
2004-year is proving to be avery busy one for the GATA and this
all began back during the annual meeting. Around 200 people
attended this year’ s meeting, which was highlighted by the
induction of four great athletic trainersinto the inaugural GATA
Hall of Fame. Jerry Rhea, Warren Morris, David Pursley, & Buck
Andel each played akey role in laying the groundwork for athletic
training in the state of Georgia and there induction is much
deserved. Mickey McBroom did an outstanding job in carrying out
this successful event. The keynote address from former GATA
President, Kelli Sabiston ATC was well done as she reminded us
where we have come from as an organization and where we have to
go. A specia thanks goes to Chuck Conner for organizing a great
educational program. In addition, Lori Mobley and the crew carried
out a successful high school student trainer workshop. Over 50
students from all over the state participated in this year’s program
and we look forward to arepeat in 2005.

Since our January meeting, the organization has been busy
promoting the profession of athletic training while securing our
place in the state as regulated profession. Georgia Link has been
working diligently to include athletic training as part of House Bill
1394 which cleans up our law with regards to those individual who
are practicing athletic training without alicense. In February the
GATA recognized two legislators Senator Ben Hardin and House
Representative Bill Hamrick as |legislators of the year. Jay Shoop at
Georgia Tech did an outstanding job is putting this event together.
The legislators got a behind the scenes tour of the athletic training
room and then where introduced at halftime of the N.C. State vs.
Ga. Tech basketball game on center court. This gave our
organization a great chance to gain exposure and also recognize
these two legislators who have done so much for our profession.
Also in March the Governor recognizing March as Athletic Training
Month in the state signed a proclamation. To wrap it al up Georgia
Trend magazine did an excellent piece on sports medicine and
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definitely included the GATA and the profession of athletic training. Over the next few months there will be
numerous chances for YOU to participate as an active member of the GATA. The Georgia Games will be held
this summer in Atlantaand is a great way for the GATA and the profession of athletic training to receive quality
exposure amongst thousands of Georgians. In addition, those individuals who serve on the

medical team from the GATA will be able to participate in afree CEU course over the summer as well. Look
for more information regarding the Georgia Games in the near future. Lastly the GATA like any other
organization is renewing its commitment to become more financially secure. We are in the process of finalizing
a501c3 foundation very similar to one in place now with the NATA Research and Education Foundation. If

Y OU as amember of the GATA are interested in serving on this foundation committee please give me acall or
e-mail.

| look forward to serving Y OU the membership but need your input as much as possible. If YOU have
an idea or suggestion about how the GATA can continue to move in a positive direction please call or e-mail.

Best Wishes,

DanaCravey M.S. ATC
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2004 GATA Hall of Fame Inductees: Warren Morris, Jerry
Rhea, and Dave Purdey

GATA 2004 Annual Symposium
Jeff Weems, ATC—Chair, GATA Public Relations
Committee

The Georgia Athletic Trainer's Association held it's
annual symeosi um in Peachtree City on January
16" and 17", The symposium was a resounding
success as four athletic trainers were inducted into
the GATA Hall of Fame on Friday night, the Key
Note Address was presented by past GATA
President, Kelli Sabiston on Saturday and atotal of
162 athletic trainers were in attendance during the
weekend. Attendees also enjoyed the presence of
NATA Executive President, Eve Becker-Doyle, as
she found timein her busy schedule to attend the
symposium. Thanks to the hard work of Harris

Patel, the GATA also saw arecord number of
exhibitors during the weekend as 22 companies and
41 reps were on hand to display their products and
talk with attendees.

Thisyear' s theme centered on Therapeutic
Modalities and proved to be very informative as
many of the newest treatment modalities were
discussed. Speakersincluded Joe Gallo, Laurie Tis,
Betsy Parker, Dr. John Henderson, Brad Hodgson,
and Steve Cobb. Special recognition goes to Chuck
Conner for his diligent work in putting together yet
another outstanding educational series. Special
thanks are also due the Chattanooga Group for their
financial assistance in securing Joe Gallo asa
speaker for severa of the educational sessions.

Theinaugural GATA Hall of Fame inductees were
Buck Adel, Warren Morris, David Purdley and Jerry
Rhea. Each inductee was introduced by either a
former player or team physician and the
introductions ran the full gamut of emotions. At
times, they were comical when telling old stories
and revealing idiosyncrasies and at other times,
tearful when reminiscing about friendships and the
positive influence provided by the Hall of Famer. It
was an occasion that allowed attendees to admire
the men who helped lay the foundation of our great
profession and offered a glimpse into how
important and powerful the human aspect of our
professionis. Overal, it was a moving experience
that made one feel proud to be an Athletic Trainer.
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It was aso atime of challenge whenin Mr. Rhea's
words “you' ve got a good thing going, don't screw
itup”.

The weekend also included the 2™ annual
GATA High School Student-Athletic Trainer
Workshop. The 59 students in attendance were
presented with an overview of human anatomy, had
a cadaver lab with dissection, learned about many
different careers paths within athletic training, and
had sessions on emergency preparation, taping and
equipment fitting. Special recognition is due Lloyd
Knott, Lori Howard, Ann Felts, Dr. Jack Kazanjian,
Bruce Getz, Kale Krach, James Brantley and Lisa
Kimbrough for their participation in the workshop.
Financia sponsors included School Hedlth,
Mueller, the Georgia High School Association and
Hughston Sports Medicine Foundation.

GEORGIA GAMESARE COMING
Lori Groover, ATC—GATA Vice-President

Please remember the Georgia Games are coming
this summer and we need your help in providing
medical coverage. The Georgia Games and Eric
Pfeiffer are huge supporters of the GATA. From
providing airlinetickets for NATA Executive
Director Eve Becker Doyle to attend our inaugural
Hall of Fame ceremony to helping us save almost
$1000.00 in taxes at our last GATA mesting, they
have stepped up to the plate when we have needed
them. Now it isour turnto help them. Tara
Gochenour, ATC is the Committee Chair for the
Georgia Games—she needs committee membersto
help organize coverage as well as volunteers for the
Georgia Games. Housing is available and a FREE
CEU course will be provided to those who help.
Please contact Tara at gochrehab@aol.com if you
arewilling to help.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Bair, ATC—Chair, Legidative Committee

This has been abusy legisative year for the GATA
and so far we have been successful in al of our
efforts. Asl writethis, on March 19th, there are
seven legislative days left. Because of severa
contemptuous issues, '04 Supplemental Budget; '05
Budget; Same sex marriage; HOPE grant; etc... it
may take until April 19th to get these 7 daysin. As
| said we, through our lobbyist John Bozeman of
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Georgia Link, have been successful in al of our
attempts to move our profession forward, so far.
Since there likely will be action after you get this
newsl etter you can keep up with our legislation by
going to General Assembly web page at
http://www.legis.state.ga.us/

House Bill 1394 is our legidlation dealing with
closing aloop-hole which will require any person
who serves as an Athletic Trainer for apublic or
private school must hold a state Athletic Training
license. ThisBill has passed the House, and Senate
and now awaits the Governor' s signature to become
law.

House Bill 1626 is known as the ®yan Bodlett Bill©
Ryan Bodlett was a high school student who died
during an off-season work out. The GATA has
been asked to give input on thislegidation. Thisis
not ©ur bill@ut it is legislation the Executive
Council believesisagreat first step towards
improving the standard of care all high school
athletes receive in the state of Georgia. The bill has
two components with the first being a series of
required questions to asked on a health history
form. The questions are not al exclusive and more
guestions can be added if a physician wishes. The
second part of thislegislation is an educational
component to be shared with school coaches,
players, and parents. If thisbill passes, the State
Department of Education will form a multi-
discipline task force to oversee the implantation

of this bill and we expect the GATA to be a part of
this.

Funding for the Georgia State Games was again
restored at the last minute again thanks in part to
John Bozeman. Thisisso far from being a done
deal but at least it is on the table again.

Jay Shoop and Georgia Tech hosted Rep. Ben
Harbin and Sen. Bill Hamrick as they were
presented our 2003 Legidators of the Y ear Award
at half court during half time of the GT vs. N.C.
State game. It was awonderful event that the
legislators appreciated and it provided an
opportunity to further educated them about your
profession.
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Last but certainly not least, Gov. Sonny Purdue
signed a proclamation declaring March as Athletic
Training Month in the State of Georgia. This

was done on March 3rd in a ceremony in the
Governors office.

Our Lobbyist made every singleitem | just listed
possible. | can't say enough about what they do for
usso | won't try. All I ask isthat you know they are
the best in the business and that you appreciate
them and not take what they do for us for granted.

LETTER FROM GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL

ASSOCIATION
(Thefollowing letter was sent to the GATA by Dr. Ralph
Swear ngin, Executive Director of the GHSA)

TO: GATA SYMPOSIUM ATTENDEES
FROM: RALPH SWEARNGIN
DATE: JANUARY 14, 2004

On behalf of the staff of the Georgia High School
Association, | want to wish each and every one of
you a productive conference. | am sorry that my
schedule prevents me from being here today, but we
are pleased to be able to share in asmall
sponsorship role. The GHSA is pleased to be
developing a strong rel ationship between the GATA
and ourselves. Please be patient with us aswe
define this relationship more meaningfully with the
able assistance of Bruce Getz and Andrew Graham.

The health and well-being of the student-athletesin
Georgia s High Schools are major concerns for our
organization. The GHSA is an intermediary step
between the rules committees of the National
Federation and the athletic programs in our schools.
The expectations of our communitiesin regard to
student health and safety are rising. Several issues
are on the horizon from the state legis ature that
reflect these expectations. We will only be ableto
meet the needs of our student and the expectations
of our communities by working together with a
variety of peoplein the medical professions.

The GHSA isin the process of developing a Sports
Medicine Advisory Committee to work with our
Executive Committee to help us formulate
guidelines and procedures to lessen the risks
involved in our competitions. Input from medical
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doctors and athletic trainers will be essential for
meeting our goals.

Thank you once again for your interest and your
assistance in helping Georgia s high school athletes.

Athleti T'raining Studentsregistered for the 2004“GATA
Student Meeting

ATHLETIC TRAINING MONTH

CELEBRATED IN GEORGIA
Jeff Weems, ATC—Chair, Public Relations Committee

In recognizing March as National Athletic Training
Month, the GATA has been busy on a number of
fronts. First, during halftime of the Georgia Tech
vs. N.C. State basketball game on February 25th,
Representative Ben Harbin of Martinez, GA and
Senator Bill Hamrick of Carrolton, GA were named
the GATA's Legidators of the Y ear.
Representative Harbin and Senator Hamrick earned
this honor for their tireless effort in passing new
legislation that significantly increases the penalties
for persons practicing the allied healthcare
profession of Athletic Training without a Georgia
license.

The 2003 |egidlative session marked one of the most
difficult sessions to pass legidation, of any type, in
recent memory. However, Senator Hamrick and
Representative Harbin worked diligently throughout
the session and ultimately navigated the bill through
both the House and Senate. Now it only awaits
Governor Sonny Perdue' s signature in

order to become law.

Later, on March 5th, the GATA had a proclamation
signed by Governor Perdue declaring March as
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Athletic Training Month. The proclamation

recogni zes the valuabl e services that the more than
600 Georgia licensed athletic trainers provide to
their patients from al walks of life. Whileit istrue
that athletic trainers are commonly associated with
athletic teams, their work reaches far beyond
athletics. Today, in addition to high school, college
and professional athletics, you will find athletic
trainers working as physician extendersin doctor's
offices, in hospital emergency rooms, in outpatient
physical rehabilitation clinics, and in the industrial
workplace providing a sports medicine model of
careto industrial athletes. In Georgia, licensed
athletic trainers are not limited to treating only
athletes. They can treat any person, from any walk
of life that has suffered an orthopedic type injury.
March is National Athletic Training Month. If you
would like to learn more about the allied healthcare
profession of athletic training, you can visit the
NATA web site at: www.nata.org.

2004 GATA AWARDSPRESENTED
GregMarr, ATC—Chair, Honors & Awards Committee

At our Annual Meeting in January, the following
awards were presented:

GATA High School Scholarship ($200.00)
Stephanie Davis--Norcross High School

GATA Undergrad Scholarship ($500.00)
Mario Cruz--Georgia Southern University

GATA Post Grad Scholarship ($800.00)
Demetria Anderson--Georgia State University

Jerry Rhea Certified Athletic Trainer of the Year:
Jim McNeil--St. Joseph/Candler Sports Medicine

Dr. Jack C. Hughston Team Physician:
Dr. Kurt Jacobson-- Hughston Clinic

Warren Morris Sports Medicine Person of the
Year: Greg Marr-- Toombs Therapy and Sports
Medicine

Congratulations to all the winners aswell asto all
who were nominated!!
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ONLINE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC

TRAINER DIRECTORY PLANNED
Lori Groover, ATC—GATA Vice-President

We are in the process of creating an online high
school athletic trainer directory. 1, with the help of
Anne Felts and Jim McNeil, have begun collecting
information. Please go to the GATA web page and
view the high school directory. If the high school
you cover, both pubic and private schools, is not on
there, or the information isincorrect, please contact
your REGION REP. The region repswill collect
information and send it to me periodically and we
will update thelist. If you do not want your
information listed on this document, please let your
region rep know and we will delete the information.
Thisisagreat tool for those of usworking at the
high school level. Y our region representatives are
listed in the Directory section of the News|etter.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
your region rep, or me!

-—

Eve Becker-Doyle, Executive Director of the NATA
addressesthe GATA during theinaugural Hall of Fame
Ceremony in January

GATA MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE
Paul Higgs, ATC—GATA Secretary

Severa items are available for purchase now on the
GATA web site (www.athletictraining.org).
Members may purchase hats, shirts, bags, jackets,
etc. by using an online Paypal account or printing
the form for mailing. Paypal isafree and secure
system to send and receive money online and
includes an email receipt for your records. The
account can be tied to your credit card or your bank
account as afunding source. Andrew Grahamisin
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charge of the merchandise sales. Other items will
become available online soon.

GATA Merchandise available at the GATA Web
site, www.athletictraining.org

DEATH OF GATA MEMBER MILTON

NEATHERY
(Reprinted from Athens Banner-Herald, March 19, 2004)

Athens, GA - Milton White Neathery, Jr., 48, died
March 17, 2004.

Born in Knoxville, TN, he was the son of Dr.
Milton, Sr. and Marie Neathery of Athens. Mr.
Neathery was a member of the first graduating class
(1973) and first football team of Cedar Shoals High
School. He was a 1977 Health and Physical
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Education graduate of the University of Georgia
and amember of the Georgia football team.
Following graduation, he became teacher, coach
and trainer at Cedar Shoals High School from 1977
until present. He was awarded Sertoma Man of the
Year in 1986. Hewas also an EMT. Mr. Neathery
was an active member of Green Acres Baptist
Church, serving in numerous capacities, including
chairman of the deacons, Sunday School teacher
and youth leader.

Funeral services will be Saturday, March 20, 2004
at 11:00 AM at Green Acres Baptist Church with
Rev. Don Leaptrott and Dr. Tim Vaughn officiating.
Interment will be in Athens Memory Gardens.
Pallbearers will be Steve Griffin, Milton Mills, Dr.
Larry Guthrie, Pat Perrin, Jim Kirby and Sgt. Major
Greg Jordan.

Honorary pallbearers will be coaches and football
team members at Cedar Shoals HS.

Survivorsin addition to his parents, include his
wife, Diane Price Neathery; 3 children, Joshua
Bryan Nesathery, Kathryn Marie Neathery and
Joanne Elizabeth Neathery.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Green
Acres Baptist Church Building Fund.

THANK YOU TO OUR GATA CORPORATE PARTNERS:

President's Partners:

Executive Partners:

Committee Partners:

Gatorade School Health DJ Ortho/Orthopedic Solutions
Hughston Sports Georgia State Games Empi
£ A
i -
$ %
H 3
]
e iy
(RN N

e praie®


http://www.athletictraining.org
www.athletictraining.org

