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Message from the President
Hello,

I hope your winter is going well and 2002 is starting off to be the
best year ever. Judging from YOUR attendance at OUR meeting
in January this will be another great year for the Georgia Athletic
Trainers Association, Inc.

OUR January '02 meeting was the best attended in the history of
the GATA. WE had in excess of 220 people participating!! Bud
Cooper, Mike Dillon, J.C. Andersen, and Paul Higgs are all owed
a huge 'at-a-boy' for their efforts that ensured this meetings
success. Due to the continued growth in attendance and some
facilities problem the Executive Committee is currently surveying
our membership about meeting times and places with an eye
towards moving our meeting location and possibly time. Please
participate in this survey by going to the GATA website
(http://www.gsu.edu/gata). Insurance Commissioner John
Oxendine was our keynote speaker and provided us with some
insight, advice, and an opportunity to meet with him in the future.
We are currently gathering some specific information to take to
him. If you are having problems with implementation of HB 93 or
any other aspect of reimbursement please contact any member of
the Executive Committee or Bruce Getz, Chair of the Third Party
Reimbursement.

As many of you know the hotel charged two different rates for
people that attended the meeting and stayed the night. That was
wrong. Connections, our meeting planner company, is continuing
to work to get this resolved. They have made some concessions
on the global bill the association is charged for meeting rooms,
lunch cost, AV fee and the like; however to date they have not
agreed to charge all the lower of the two rates. The majority of the
delay is due to Marriott corporate management and not the hotel
itself. We hope to have a satisfactory answer by SEATA.

The Public Relations and High School Committees did a super job
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of exhibiting at the Georgia Association of Education Leaders. This association is made of superintendents,
principals and other education administrators. This gave us another opportunity to educate this group of key
people.

GA-LINK continues to monitor and attempt to positively influence any legislation that affects our profession.
They also continue to arrange luncheons, meetings, and other such items to give US the opportunity to educate
and informed the law and policy makers about OUR profession.

Bruce Getz, Vice-president Dana Cravey, and Public Relations Chair Andrew Graham have been working to
maintain the forward momentum of last years Warren Morris Annual Golf Tournament. This is the major
fund raising effort for the scholarship monies we award annually. Early reports promise that this year's
tournament will prove to be the best ever. The course will definitely be one of the most scenic yet 'beginner
friendly' courses we have been able to secure. The day of the tournament was moved to Saturday this year to
allow grater participation during the SEATA meeting.

2002 will be the second year of our partnership with the Georgia State Games Commission. By all measures
our partnership was a true win-win in 2001 and I am sure 2002 will build on that mutual success. The 2002
Games will be held in Augusta. Look for more on this soon.

During the January meeting the GATA Executive Committee hosted an informal meeting with health care
providers form other disciplines that are intimately involved with true sportsmedicine health care. Two years
ago we bettered our profession by passage of HB 93, which primarily helped those in the clinical setting. Last
year saw the betterment of or profession by having input on HB 1187; this primarily helped the high school
settings. This year the executive council is looking to do something to better our profession by servicing those
in the traditional setting. Thus the purpose of this multi-discipline meeting is to explore the interest and
possibility of the creation of a general 'Georgia Sportsmedicine Society'. This type of society has been in
place for some years in Louisiana. Texas and Nebraska also have this type of fledgling association. We plan
on meeting with this group again during SEATA. There are probably 312 steps in getting this done and we
are on about step 62.

These items, plus a few other special projects such as working on a Hall of Fame, hiring a CPA, helping with
some SEATA duties have kept us pretty busy in the weeks since we were last together. As always, help to get
this stuff done is needed. If you wait for 7 people to make stuff happen YOUR association will die, plain and
simple. I made a professional challenge to the rest of the Executive Committee in January. Now I will make
itto YOU.

I challenge you to get involved with one more project than you were involved with last year. If you were not
involved with any last year, get involved with one this year. If you helped with one last year, then I challenge
you to be involved with 2 this year. By meeting this challenge YOU will be personally responsible for the
continued growth and success of YOUR association.

I look forward to seeing you in March.

Thank you,

Tom Bair MEd., ATC, LAT
President
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GATA WEBSITE UPDATE
Paul Higgs ATC

The GATA website is located
http://www.gsu.edu/gata and space for the website
is generously donated to us by Georgia State
University. On the website, users can read past
newsletter issues, find the GATA contact directory
and read our current practice act. Members from
outside Georgia can download a membership
renewal application. Currently a new item on the
website is a survey to determine the membership's
views on moving the Annual Meeting. Links to
upcoming events, the GATA email list, and the
Georgia Board of Athletic Training are also on the
site.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Chuck Conner, ATC

We would like to thank you for your attendance and
participation in the 2002 GATA Seminar and
Meeting. The attendance this year was the highest
ever and you are to be commended for making this
year’s meeting such a success.

We would like to take this opportunity to express
our thanks and appreciation to Bud Cooper for his
hard work and dedication to making each GATA
seminar and meeting such a success. Bud has been
the chair of the education committee for many years
and is now stepping down from that position. Bud’s
knowledge and understanding of the educational
needs of the athletic trainer was evident through the
various topics and presentations that we had the
opportunity to learn from each year. We would like
to thank Bud for providing diverse and insightful
educational opportunities so that we might continue
to learn about the various aspects of our profession.

We are now looking for ideas regarding the 2003
GATA Seminar and Meeting. If you have a topic or
abstract that you would like to submit, please
contact Chuck Conner, ATC/L at (phone: 229-333-
5354 or email: cconner@valdosta.edu) or Michele
Garber, ATC/L at (phone: 229-333-5469 or email:
mgarber@valdosta.edu).

Sincerely,

Chuck Conner, ATC/L

Michele Garber, ATC/L
Co-chairs, Education Committee

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Andrew Graham ATC

The Georgia Athletic Trainers Association (GATA) state
meeting was held on January 11-12, 2002 in Atlanta,
Georgia at the Marriott Century Center. We are very
proud to announce that we set a new record for number
of people in attendance. Including vendors, walk-ups,
and all attendees we went over the 200 mark for our state
associational meeting for the first time ever. We
continue to see growth and development in all areas and
aspects of where Certified Athletic Trainers are being
called to serve.

The Executive Committee report presented by Tom Bair
ATC/L at the business meeting was very informative and
allowed us to see where we have come from and where
we need to go within the next few years. It was
announced that JC Anderson, ATC/L Treasurer was re-
elected and will continue to serve in his current position.
A special thanks goes out to Bud Cooper and the other
members of the Educational Council as they continued
to provide an exceptional educational program for all in
attendance.

Our keynote speaker for the GATA Luncheon was the
Honorable John Oxendine, Insurance Commissioner for
the State of Georgia. Georgia Link Legislative Lobbyist,
Arthur “Skin” Edge, introduced Oxendine. Edge and
additional members from the staff from the Georgia Link
group were monumental in our quest for HB 93
Insurance Reimbursement bill that passed last legislative
session. Edge gave a moving introduction reflecting
upon a letter that Oxendine had sent many years
previous. In this letter, Edge shared of a descriptive and
passionate call to service that placed Oxendine’s
political aspirations in jeopardy for the sake of doing
what was right for the voting people of the state. During
the Commissioners speech he gave an open-ended
invitation to help any and all Certified Athletic Trainers’
within the state that were facing problems and conflicts
with insurance providers in regards to reimbursement.
Oxendine noted that he himself was still learning about
the profession of Athletic Training and the Certified
Athletic Trainer. Oxendine shared that we need to
concentrate on educating the people and companies that
we are dealing with as to what our credentials are and
what services that we provide our active population. In
addition to these solutions, Oxendine offered to
encourage and setup meetings with the insurance
companies to allow representatives from the GATA to
present valuable information that will make HB 93 more
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economically viable for those who are billing for
services.

The Dr. Jack Hughston Team Physician of the year
award recipient went to Dr. Yvonne Satterwhite from the
Hughston Clinic PC. Satterwhite is Team Physician to
several High Schools in the Alpharetta area, Oglethorpe
University, and the Atlanta Beat professional woman’s
Soccer team. This award was created to recognize a
physician within the state that has gone above and
beyond the call of duty as a team physician who has
advanced the field of sports medicine and has been an
advocate of Athletic Trainers. Congratulations to Dr.
Satterwhite on this extremely deserved award and
recognition. The Jerry Rhea Athletic Trainer of the Year
award went to Russ Hoff, from Valdosta State
University. This award was named in honor of Jerry
Rhea. Presenting this award to Hoff was Lori Howard,
Assistant Athletic Trainer from Valdosta State
University. Hoff had the pleasure of having his family in
attendance and specifically thanked his wife and
children, and those whom he works with for the support
that he had received.

Other award recipients were the state’s scholarship
winners. The High School award went to Melanie
Wilkes, from Winder Barrow High School. Her
supervising Certified Athletic Trainer is Mr. Ken Wells.
Melanie is planning on attending Appalachian State
University in North Carolina. The undergraduate award
went to Eric Yochem from the University of Georgia.

THIRD PARTY REIMBURSEMENT

COMMITTEE
Bruce Getz ATC

The Athletic Trainer Reimbursement Committee
continues to hear of the great success that many
Athletic Trainers are having in this area. If you are
not involved on a personal level and would like to
be, please contact Bruce Getz, ATC as soon as
possible. We have accomplished a great deal in this
area and need to hear about your success. Please let
Bruce know what victories you have secured, as
well. There are some new developments out there
and we are getting stronger in this area. Georgia is a
national leader in Athletic Trainer Reimbursement.
Without YOUR input and activity this would not be
possible.
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HIGH SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Darren Gravat, ATC

The GATA High School Committee is trying to get
an idea of how many high school athletic trainers
there are in the state of Georgia and their work
setting. This information will be used to produce an
accurate listing of all Georgia high schools with a
certified athletic trainer. In addition, the national
secondary education committee is gathering
information and the GATA High School Committee
will need some of this information. We strongly
request ALL athletic trainers in the state who work
with a high school to complete this survey. Please
send your responses to:

Darren Gravat, ATC

120 N. Barnard Ave.

LaGrange, Ga. 30240

trainerg@mindspring.com

o FJF | =
Bruce Getz, ATC—Chair of the Third Party Reimbursement
Committee gives his report at the annual business meeting.

ROBINSON VOLUNTEERS AT SALT LAKE

CITY OLYMPIC GAMES
Dana Cravey, ATC

Stan Robinson, ATC of Thomaston was selected as
one of the 1500 from out of 10,000 applicants to be
a medical volunteer for the 2002 Olympics. He was
posted in Park City at the Utah Olympic Park,
working with bobsleigh, luge, and skeleton teams
from all over the world. Although there weren't
many injuries, it required lots of stretching due to
the cold weather. He was on duty for thirteen days
with only three days off and the average workday
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ranged from ten to sixteen hours. When not
working, Stan kept some of the athletes entertained
with his southern accent. Robinson has worked
with the USOC since 1994, attending various World
Cup competitions and attending training camps in
Colorado Springs and Lake Placid. He feels his
presence at the 1996 Summer Games and 2002
Winter Games have fulfilled his desire to be a part
of the Olympic dream. He says, "It is the ultimate
goal of the athletic trainer to work with the elite
athlete and I feel I have worked with the best."
Along with autographs, pictures, and souvenirs,
Stan has memories of a lifetime.

MARCH IS NATIONAL ATHLETIC
TRAINING MONTH!

Dayna McGrath, Host Communications

Did you know that certified athletic trainers (ATCs)
are often first-on-the-scene in situations life-
threatening to athletes? These professionals are the
best in the business. They are the behind-the-scenes
players in major athletic events, until they
immediately appear on center stage during pivotal
injuries. Most do not realize how vital the athletic
trainer is!

This March, the National Athletic Trainers'
Association (NATA) - the governing body and
voice for nearly 22,000 ATCs - will celebrate
"National Athletic Training Month" to heighten
awareness of this significant profession and
promote overall health and wellness for the
physically active. The 2002 theme is "Prevention:
Avoid Injury - Stay Active", a topic relevant to
viewers as they need to remember the importance of
injury prevention in any and all activities.

In consideration for a story, know the NATA has
numerous experts who can speak on a variety of
topics, including: heat/dehydration; head

injury; asthma; injury statistics; high school athletic
health care and more!

Below are some topics you may want to explore:

* Last year, several high-profile football-related
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deaths have brought to light the importance of
making prevention the #1 priority.

* Sports injury warning signs.

* Advice to parents on children's sports safety.

* Nutrition tips to avoid injury.

* Comparison of injury statistics between sports.

* Precautionary measures to prevent injuries while
hiking or in primitive areas.

* Stretching exercises.

* Spotlight on head athletic trainer at Duke
University or the Los Angeles Lakers, or other top
teams and the pressure they are under to make sure
players are healthy.

* ATCs can be found at numerous Fortune 500
companies providing the same treatment to
industrial workers as athletes.

*Tips for the public on how to prevent injuries.
*On the road to the Final Four - what collegiate
basketball players must do to stay healthy and
injury-free during the 2002 NCAA basketball
championships.

Please let us know if you are
interested in receiving more information on this
topic.

Russ Hoff, ATC of Valdosta State University is named the
Athletic Trainer of the Year

GATA LISTSERVE NEARS 450 MEMBERS
Paul Higgs, ATC

The GATA listserve currently has nearly 450
subscribers. A listserve acts as a means for many
subscribers to interact in a timely and professional
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manner. All messages sent, or posted, to the group
should be professional in nature and signed with
your name and a valid email address.

Subscribing /Unsubscribing:

The easiest way to join/unjoin the list is from the
GATA website, http://www.gsu.edu/gata.

You may also go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GATA-LIST. Click
the "Join This List" link. When you subscribe, you
will be prompted to create a password as well as
provide some demographic data (name, employer,
etc). All information will be kept confidential.
When you subscribe, you will be emailed a
verification email. Reply to this message to activate
your subscription.

Sending/Posting a Message:

To send a message to everyone subscribed to the
list, address your post to:

GATA-LIST@yahoogroups.com .

Your message will be sent to everyone on the list,
including yourself. All messages will have a
[GATA] tag automatically placed at the beginning
of the subject line. Your message will then be
placed in the online message archive. All posts
should have your contact information included--at
least your name and email address. All messages
should be of a professional nature.
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HONORS AND AWARDS
Greg Marr, ATC

Congratulations to our newest GATA Scholarship
recipients. They received their awards at our
Annual Meeting in January.

They are listed below:

High School ($150.00)
* Melanie Wilkes (Winder-Barrow HS)
* Supervising ATC: Mr. Ken Wells
* To attend Appalachian State in the Fall

Undergraduate ($350.00)
* Eric Yochem (University of Georgia)
e Supervising ATC: Mr. Lenny Navitskis

- ~

Fo——

Mr. Eric Yochem receives the GATA Undergraduate
scholarship award from Greg Marr, ATC and Lori
Howard, ATC-- Co-Chairs of the Honors & Awards
Committee.

Reminder
GATA dues are taken out of your annual
SEATA dues. NATA/SEATA members
with a Georgia mailing address DO NOT
need to pay GATA dues separately.
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GATA
Secondary School Setting Survey
Name:
Phone Numbers: Home - Work -
Cell -
Work address:

Home address:

E- mail address:

Work setting check the one that applies to you):
Teacher / athletic trainer - Clinic / out reach -
HS trainer with no teaching - Other (explain) -

How many high schools do you cover each week?

Name (s) of high school (s):
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
(PLEASE LIST ADDITIONAL SCHOOLS IF NECESSARY)

How many hours a day do you work in the training room at each high school?

How many hours a week do you work in the training room at each school?

If you are a teacher / trainer how many periods are in your school day?

If you are a teacher / trainer how many periods a day do you teach?

If you are a teacher / trainer what subjects do you teach?
1)
2)
3)
4)

If you are in a clinical setting how many hours each day do you work in the clinic?

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS SURVEY PLEASE
CALL Darren Gravat, ATC at (706) 302-9932
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A Special Thanks to the Following Corporate Sponsors:

UGHSTON

The Hughston Clinic, P.C,
1-800-331-2910
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