English Literature of the Eighteenth Century
Suggestions for Heading
in Preparation for Docloral Examinations

You probably know that literary histonans use the teem "eightesnth cerduny™ to desoityw a period of English
letleers spanning, roughly, the years 1660 1793, As you use this reading list Lo study fur your examination,
therek o) the praase "eghieenth century” 1o be so defined and prepare thusly.

Because {bo canan of English literature is motahle, you need to be ready to evaluale crifically such
concepls as "maju™ and "roinc,” just as mn eighleenll-century predecessors did. Despite ehanging crilical
perceplions of vabous authors, howeaver, you will quickly see thaf certain figures such as Diyden, Swift.
Paope, Richardson, Fielding, and Johnsan sre widely perceived as rajor.

Those who make up and grade your examination expact you 1o be wble ta discuss the period's major
authars readily and fuliy.You should demonstrate that you have read and reflected on significant works by
tnajor authors. In addition, you shotdd have read subficient works by minor authers so that you can disritss
contexts and trends effectively. For exampie, you should be able 1o thscnss developents in varichs genres
sich as prose ficion or pache: satine, pointing out coptribubons by bolh majar and mincs figures.

You shauld be able to define lierary terms Tully and correctly, pointing ol specific apphcations to
eghileenth-century literature. You should be able {u kentity correctfy the namoes of aulbars, prinles,

baksellers. |iterary characters, and olher poesons real of imaginary—whe figuie in ihe eighteenth-century
literary workd. No selective st can cover evety possible area of investigation tharaughly, but the Tollowing
It shieoubnd sassisl you in chiowsing yeadings.

The mnakers of your examination also expect you fo know significant critical works and Bibliagraphic tools
uzeful to students of the perind. We include here g very seloeted list of resources, inlended we a etarting
paint for youw study, Using your research skills, you should locate and familiarize yoursell with recent,
significant scholarship on the major authors and on the lileiany background of the petiod.

Your doctos al examinations are 3 majar step towards yow degree, and we urge thal you read caretully and
thoughtfully in preparation tor them. Familiarty with pnmary ources is essential; someone whia can wilte
and spoak with autharity ahnut the pimary saureas is wall an the way to a creditable perfarmatice on the

examination in eighleenth-cenlury English liferatare.
We also hope that yvou will appaoach tha task of preparing for this cxaminadion with zest and pleasure. Wo

dn not set out to trick you or make you louk had; we Inok forward 1o seeing you do well. 1 you approach Lhe
earninglion wilky pleasorne @ confidence as welt as thotough prepeaation, youw should grality us all.

John Dryden, "Essay of Dramatic Poesie,” Alf for Love, "MacFlecknoe " Absalom and Achitophiel, "Song for
St Cecilig's Day.” "Alexander's Feast” "Ta the Pious Memoty ¢f Mrs. Anng Killigrew™; seleclions
from "Religio Laici” "The Medal,” "The Hind and the Panther," and fram the Fables (including it
Preface)

John Wilmol, Second Earl of Rochesier, "A Satyr Against Mankind " and selected hyries

Willam Wycherloy, {he Couniry wite of The Bain Dealar

George Etheredge, The Marr of Mode

Mary Astell, A Sorious Fropesal fo the Ladies

Solichions Tore scienlific wiilers= such as Rubwi Hooks and Robert Goyle, and from Thomas Sprat's
History of ffie Roval Sociefy




The Ciizen of e Warld, and the poclry
Laurence Sterne, Trstram Shandy
Sefected poems by Chrstopher Smail, Thamas Chalferton, Thomas and doseph Waron
Richiand Buinsley Sheyidan, The Svaly o Tie Schood e Scandal

Jumes Boswell, Selecticns rom The Life of Samuel Johnson, from the journals, and fiom he Jowmal of a
Totir fo the flebrades

Selections from prose by Jashua Reynolds, Edmund Burke, Edward Gibban, and Dawvd Hume
Wary Wollstonecraft, A Vindicalion of tha Rights of Woman

Willizum Godwin, Colels Wl

1 abias smollet, Homphry Clinker of Roderick Kandont

Selactions from Gothic fiction by Horaee Walpole, MG Lewis, and Ann Radclifle

Anihalnoies:

Erifish Women Poets 1600- 1800 An Antlicfory, o, Joyeo Fullard (Wihitslun, 1890); Puptdue Fictioti Dy
Women, 1660-1T730 An Anthalogy, eds. P. Backscheider and J. Richetti (Cxford, 1958} Brifish [ferafurs
1640-1786- An Anthology, ed. Dematia (Blackwell Anthologies, 1998); Eighteenth-Century English
Literature, od. G, Tillalson, el al (tlarcourt Brace Jovanovich College Publishers, 1954)

Secondary sources

The latest MEA bibliography entries (avalable on CD-ROM) provide curren ailicism on lopics related to
eighteenth. century litarature. Votumes in the Oxford History of English Liferglure senes by Jamoes
Suthetland, Bonamy Dobtos, and John Butt offer advice about primary and escondary reading as well as
contextual discussions. Enmes in the Dicfonary of Liferary Biograpfiy contain heipful hio/critical essays and
reasonably up fo- date reading fists, B review essay appeaning annuaily in SEL considers perinent
scholarship vn the poiod, and olher journals such as Restoralion: Sfudies in English Litergey Cuffure,
1680-1700, The Scriblenan and Resforafion and Eighfeenth-Cenfury Thealre Rescarch also include
annual review essays.
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aelections from John Bunyan, The Pilgrim's Progress, Part 1, from Hichard Baxter, The Sainl's Everlasling
Ract, trom lsaac Watts, hymns; and from VWilliam Law, A Sanaus Calf fo s Devauot and Haoly Life

Aphra Behn, Draoncko and a selecled play

elevted prose by Sir William: Temple, Dorothy Qshorpe, John Evelyn, Samuel Pepys, and dohn Denms

Danic| Deloe, Robinson Crusee (or Mall Flanders or Roxana), "The Shorest Way with the Disventers™
selectons from The Review, An Essay upon Prajects, The Family Instructor, The Complefe
Ercizty Tradesman, and A Toeur ool . Greo! Birfai

Sedecled liclion by Eliza Haywood and Delarviere Manley

Jonathan Svaft, "The Batlle of the Boaks,” A Tale of g T, Gulliver's Travels, selections from the posiny
including "The Lady's Dressing Room™ and "Verses on the Death of Dr. Swill™; from The
fdellicraneors; from The Droapiors Leffors and other ich fracts

William Congreve, The Way of the Word

Chig or two tragic: plays selecied fram the following: Thomas Gtway, Vemnice Preserved. Joseph
Addison, Uale; Micholas Howe, [he Fair Penitant

Selected poemns by Katherine Philips; Anne Killigrew:; Anne Finch, Counless of Winchelsea; John Oldham;
and Matthew Prlar

Fichard Steele and Joseph Addisian, Selections fram the Tafler and Specisior

Afexander Pope, "Windsor Forest.” "An Essay on Criliclsm,” "The Rape of the Lock,” "Eloisa toAbelard "
Tha Dunciad n four books), and selections to include several of the [ollowing:-Pasforals, Essay on
Man, Imitafions of Horace, one of the Morad Dssops, bwo books of the fied, *The Unfortunate Eady™
and the "Epistle to D, Arbuthno!”

Lady Mary Wortley Montague, Scleclions from prose and verse

James Thomson, The Seasons (selections)

Edward Youny . Conjecturcs on Origing!l Composition

John Gay, The Beggar's (pera

Samuel Rlehardson, Fameais or subslantial selections from Clarfsss

Henry Fielding, Joseph Andrews or Tom Jones

Fanny Burney, Evelina

Gamuel Jahnson, "The Vanity of Human Wishes,” Rassofies, seleciuns o e petiodical essas,
the "Prefaces to Shokespeanm” and 1o the Dictionary, selected Lives of the Poefs (notably Cowley,
Milton, Swift, Dryden, Pope, Gray)

Selected poemns by William Cotlins, William Gowper, Thomas Gray,and Robert Burns

Solacted latters by Pope, Swift, Johnson, Gray, Walpole, and Cowper

Olneer Goldsmith, The Wear of Wakeliedd, She Stoops {o Conquer, and selections frorn the Life of Nash,




