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Course Description

POLS 2401 introduces students to contemporary global issues and problems.  It is an introductory course designed for students with no prior knowledge of international relations.  In the course, we will examine some of the most pressing political, social, environmental and economic problems currently facing the international community.  After an introduction to basic concepts and the general context of international politics, the course will cover a variety issues in the areas of (1) conflict and security, (2) economic and social development, (3) the environment and human security, (4) human rights, and (5) culture and gender issues.

In addition to providing a general overview of a wide variety of international issues, the course aims to stimulate interest and critical thinking.  Students will actively debate issues from different points of view and learn to analyze and articulate positions on international policy choices.  The course is also a good preparation for upper level courses in comparative politics and international affairs.

Course Texts

The following texts are available for purchase at Park Place Bookstore:

(1) Rourke, Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics (Twelfth edition expanded: MacGraw-Hill, 2007).  Required.

(2) Allen, Student Atlas of World Politics, 7th edition (McGraw-Hill 2006).  Recommended but not required.  
In addition to these texts, there is also a course reading packet available for purchase at Bestway Copy Center (18 Decatur Street, 404-688-4677).  This course reader is required.
Beyond these basic texts, the course WebCT Vista (http://vista.gsu.edu) also contains resources and additional reading material for each class.  Unless otherwise indicated on the syllabus, these resources and readings are not required.  Although not required, students are advised to use these resources to help them follow lectures and prepare for quizzes and exams.

Course Requirements and Grading

First, you are required to attend all classes and to keep up with the readings according to the course schedule.  Students are strongly encouraged to read a major newspaper or news magazine to supplement the readings and deepen their knowledge of world events. Links to major news sources can be found on the webpage for the course: http://www2.gsu.edu/~polwmd/Global.htm.  

Attendance will be taken and students who miss more than 5 classes will be subject to grade penalties. Good class participation and attendance (0-1 absences) will raise a borderline grade. Poor attendance (5 or more absences) will lower your final grade by half-a-grade.  Very poor attendance (8 or more absences) will lower your final grade by a full grade.  
Second, there will be a mid-term and a final exam.  The exams will be given in class and will consist of multiple-choice and short essay questions.  The final exam is not cumulative.

Third, all students will make a debate presentation.  Students are required to sign up for one of the debates during the second class meeting.  Classes are organized around debates/discussions of major issues.  After an introductory lecture on the topic by the instructor, students will give brief presentations arguing for or against a position.  Following the presentations, the class will have an open discussion on the topic.  Debate performance is taken seriously and a “winner” of the debate will be voted by students at the end of each class.  Star performers will receive extra points that go towards their final grade.
Fourth, there will be six short in-class quizzes: one map quiz and five multiple choice quizzes.  The map quiz will come in two parts early in the course (1/16, 1/18) and require that you identify countries on a blank map.  (See the course WebCT Vista for map resources.)  The multiple choice quizzes will be five in-class pop quizzes that will cover material discussed in class since the previous quiz and will be based on the readings and lecture notes.  Each quiz is worth 5% of your grade and the lowest of the 6 will be dropped.  Make-up exams or quizzes will not be given except in the case of medical emergencies or similar allowable excuses (jury duty, etc.)  Excuses must be documented by a written note.

Grades will be calculated as follows:

Debate participation


15%

Map quiz and 5 pop quizzes

25%

Mid-term exam



30%

Final exam



30%

This course will be using the new Plus/Minus grading system.  I believe that this system will be a GPA gain for most students since I have found that under the old system many B+ students ended up with a B and thus got a lower numerical grade as a result.  

Plagiarism and Academic Honesty

The Georgia State University Policy on Academic Honesty applies to all assignments in this course.  For further information on GSU policy regarding academic dishonesty (including plagiarism), see the GSU Catalog for 2006-7, pp. 72-75.

Withdrawing from the class:

The last day to withdraw from the class and receive a “W” is Friday, March 1. (Please check the GSU academic calendar on-line for the most updated schedule for this deadline.)  Students are now limited to six (6) “W” withdrawals during their undergraduate careers at GSU.  Withdrawals made after the midpoint automatically receive a “WF.”  Withdrawing from the class on time is your responsibility.

Hardship withdrawal may be granted after the midpoint when nonacademic emergency situations prevent a student from completing their course work.  Hardship withdrawals are subject to restrictions, which are spelled out in the GSU Catalog for 2006-7, p. 63.

Incompletes:

An Incomplete (I) may be given to a student who for nonacademic reasons beyond his or her control is unable to meet the full requirements of the course.  In order to qualify for an I, a student must: (a) have completed most of the major assignments of the course, and (b) be earning a passing grade in the course (aside from the assignments not completed) in the judgment of the instructor.  Further information on Incompletes is available in the GSU Catalog 2006-7, pp. 67.

Other Policies:

Disruptive Behavior.  This is a large class and it is imperative that certain rules on behavior be followed to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to learn.  University policy on disruptive behavior will be strictly enforced. The university policy defines disruptive behavior as:

“…student behavior in a classroom or other learning environment (to include both on and off-campus locations), which disrupts the educational process…Such behavior includes, but is not limited to, verbal or physical threats, repeated obscenities, unreasonable interference with class discussion, making/receiving personal phone calls or pages (text messaging) during class, leaving and entering class frequently in the absence of notice to the instructor of illness or other extenuating circumstances, and persisting in disruptive personal conversations with other class members.  For purposes of this policy, it may also be considered disruptive behavior for a student to exhibit threatening, intimidating, or other inappropriate behavior toward the instructor or classmates outside of class.”

All cell phones and other communication devices must be turned off.  Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave the class for that session or be dropped from the course. 

E-Mail Notifications:

I will be sending e-mail messages to your GSU e-mail accounts.  If you use another e-mail account as your primary e-mail address, please arrange to have your GSU e-mail forwarded to the account you actively use. Official GSU policy requires that I use your GSU e-mail addresses and this is much easier for me since this is the address I have for you from Go-SOLAR. 

Changes to the syllabus.  The course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; deviations may be necessary.

CLASS AND TOPIC SCHEDULE
I.  Introduction to Global Issues

Week 1

Tuesday, 1/9: Introduction to the Course

Thursday 1/11: Lecture: Context of International Politics


Readings: Assignment on WebCT Vista “Global Issues: Assignments and Background Resources for Debates” folder for 1/11

Week 2

Tuesday 1/16: Lecture: Nonstate Actors and World Politics


Readings: Assignment on WebCT Vista “Global Issues: Assignments and Background Resources for Debates” folder for 1/16


In-class map quiz part I: Africa, Middle East and Europe.

II.  Conflict and Security Issues

Security in the Post Cold War World: Role of the UN, New Global Threat of Terrorism (1/18, 1/23)

Thursday 1/18:  Is the United Nations fundamentally flawed?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 17 (pp. 266-283)

In-class map quiz part II: Asia, the Americas and Caribbean.
Week 3


Tuesday 1/23: Is the War on Terrorism succeeding?



Readings: Rourke, Issue 15 (pp. 230-246)

Nuclear Proliferation and Weapons of Mass Destruction (1/25)

Thursday 1/25: Can nuclear proliferation be stopped?


Readings: Course Reader, Issue 19

Week 4

Genocide (1/30)

Tuesday 1/30: Should the international community intervene in other states to prevent ethnic cleansing and genocide?

Readings: Course Reader, Issue 17 

US Security Policy (2/1, 2/6)

Thursday 2/1: Is preemptive war an unacceptable doctrine?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 14 (pp. 208-229)

Week 5

Tuesday 2/6: Is government-ordered assassination sometimes acceptable?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 16 (pp. 247-262)

Hotspots: Iraq (2/8)

Thursday 2/8: Was the war with Iraq justified?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 10 (pp. 137-151)

Week 6

Hotspots: North Korea (2/13)

Tuesday 2/13: Should North Korea’s arms programs evoke a hardline response?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 8 (pp. 113-25)

Thursday 2/15: MIDTERM

III.  Economic and Social Development

Week 7

Tuesday 2/20: Lecture: Globalization and Political Economy


Readings: Assignment on WebCT Vista “Global Issues: Assignments and Background Resources for Debates” folder for 2/22

Globalization and Its Discontents (2/22)

Thursday 2/22: Is economic globalization a positive trend?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 1 and 12 (pp. 2-15, 172-190) 

Week 8

Trade Policy (2/27)

Tuesday 2/27: Is current US trade policy harming the American economy?



Readings: Course Reader, Issue 21

Thursday 3/1:  NO CLASS – Have a great Spring Break!

SPRING BREAK 3/5-3/11

Week 9

Finance and Debt Issues (3/13, 3/15)

Tuesday 3/13: Do international financial institutions and multinational corporations exploit the developing world?


Readings: Course Reader, Issue 15

Thursday 3/15: Should the rich countries forgive all the debt owed by the poor countries?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 13 (pp.191-205)

Week 10

Poverty Alleviation and Foreign Aid (3/20)

Tuesday 3/20: Should the developed North increase aid to the less developed South?


Reading: Course Reader, Issue 7 

IV.  The Environment and Human Security

The Environment (3/22)


Thursday 3/22:  Do environmentalists overstate their case?



Readings: Rourke, Issue 20 (pp. 316-329)

Week 11

Global Warming (3/27)

Tuesday 3/27: Are US efforts to control global warming gas emissions adequate?



Readings: Rourke, Issue 22 (pp. 352-373)

Energy Issues (3/29)

Thursday 3/29: Should the world continue to rely on oil as a major source of energy?



Readings: Course Reader, Issue 6 

Week 12

AIDS, SARS, Avian Flu and the Global Spread of Diseases (4/3)

Tuesday 4/3: Are adequate preparations underway for a possible avian influenza pandemic?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 21 (pp.330-351)

Refugees and Humanitarian Crises (4/5)

Thursday 4/5: Is the global community responding well to the plight of refugees and displaced persons?

Readings: Course Reader, Issue 11 

V.  Human Rights

Week 13

The International Criminal Court (ICC) (4/10)

Tuesday 4/10: Should the US ratify the ICC treaty?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 18 (pp. 284-299)

Women and Human Rights (4/12)

Thursday 4/12: Does ritual female genital surgery violate women’s human rights?


Readings: Course Reader, Issue 16 

VI.  Globalization and Culture

Week 14
Tuesday 4/17: Is the world a victim of American cultural imperialism?


Readings: Rourke, Issue 2 (pp. 16-30)

Thursday 4/19: Video, TBA

VII.  Gender and World Politics
Week 15

Tuesday 4/24: Would world affairs be more peaceful if women dominated politics?


Readings: Course Reader, Issue 15

Thursday 4/26:  Final exam, in class 
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