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Over the past several decades the number of internationally active non-governmental organizations (NGOs) has grown exponentially.  As NGOs have proliferated and become more important players in global politics, they have drawn greater attention from scholars in a variety of disciplines including political science, sociology, anthropology, history, non-profit studies and communications.  This seminar explores the rise of NGOs in world politics and surveys the scholarly literature on NGOs and transnational activism.  The underlying questions that the course will address include:  What sort of roles do NGOs and other societal actors now play in international politics? What factors have led to the growth in numbers and activities of NGOs?  Under what conditions are NGOs influential or successful in reaching their goals?  What theories and methods can help us best understand state-society relations in the international context?  What are both the upsides and the downsides of increased NGO activism?

The seminar is divided into two main parts.  In weeks 2-7, the course reviews theoretical frameworks and general issues concerning NGOs.  In this part of the course we will examine the methods and theories that political science and sociology have used to analyze NGOs, as well as the sort of questions and concerns that these disciplines have tended to focus on.  This part of the course also explores some of the factors behind the growth of NGOs such as state support, the expansion of international organizations, the internet, and other processes of globalization.  Weeks 8-15 comprise the second part of the course, which examines NGOs in specific policy areas.  Policy areas that will be examined include: the environment, human rights, international development, trade and finance, humanitarian crises, peace and security, democratization, and women’s issues.

Required Texts and Readings: 

Margaret Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders

Sanjeev Khagram, James Riker and Kathryn Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics
(  Course Readings on ERes (Electronic Reserve)

*  Articles available on GSU Library on-line resources (JSTOR, Proquest, etc.)

The 2 required books are available at Park Place Bookstore and the GSU Bookstore.  They are also on reserve at Pullen Library.

Most of the other course readings are on GSU’s ERes (Electronic Reserve).  To retrieve these readings:

1)
Go to http://reserves.gsu.edu  

2)
Click on "Electronic Reserves and Reserves Pages"

3)
Type in POLS 8422 in the box

4)
Click on the POLS 8422.

5)
Enter the password: r8scp206F
6)
Agree to the copyright

7)
The course ERes readings will appear

I have also put a link to ERes on the course’s uLearn webpage. 

All other materials are available electronically through electronic library resources. To find them, go to the GSU Pullen Library webpage http://www.library.gsu.edu/ and go to the “E-journal Locator” link on the right side of the homepage.  From there, look up the journal that the article appears in and then find the article using key words from the title or the volume and issue information.

Course Requirements and Grading:


Research or Policy/Strategy Paper and Presentation (80%)


The main requirement for the course is a paper and presentation.  There are two options for the paper: (1) a research paper, and (2) a policy/strategy paper.  The research paper option is a regular graduate seminar research paper and is suggested for Ph.D. students and those interested in publishing or presenting academic work.  The policy/strategy paper option is for students who wish to take a more practitioner approach and use the paper to grapple with how NGOs can make a difference.  Policy/strategy papers should include a mix of the following elements: a clear statement and analysis of a problem or issue, why the problem has not been solved, previous attempts by NGOs and/or other actors to tackle the problem, and your proposed strategy (involving NGOs) for solving the problem.  


Students must select a paper option and topic by Week 8 of the course.  A paper proposal worth 10% of the total grade is due on Tuesday, October 7.  Guidelines for paper proposals are posted on uLearn.

All students must also make a 15-20 minute presentation of their paper during the course of the semester, which counts for another 10% of the total grade.  

Papers are due on the last day of class and are worth 60% of your grade.


Class Participation (20%)


This is a graduate seminar and students are expected to attend all classes and to actively participate.  Each week one student will prepare a brief oral presentation (5-10 minutes) on the topic of the week.  Students who miss a class must submit a 3-5 page make-up essay that assesses and/or critiques one or more of the reading assignments for the missed class. 

Grading System
This course will be using the Plus/Minus grading system.

Withdrawing from the class:

The last day to withdraw from the class and receive a “W” is Wednesday, October 1.  (Please check the GSU academic calendar on-line for the most updated schedule for this deadline.)  Students are limited to 6 “W” withdrawals during their graduate careers at GSU.  Withdrawals made after the midpoint automatically receive a “WF.”  Withdrawing from the class on time is your responsibility.

Hardship withdrawal may be granted after the midpoint when nonacademic emergency situations prevent a student from completing their course work.  Hardship withdrawals are subject to restrictions, which are spelled out in the GSU Graduate Catalog for 2008-9, p. 48.

Incompletes:

An Incomplete (I) may be given to a student who for nonacademic reasons beyond his or her control is unable to meet the full requirements of the course.  In order to qualify for an I, a student must: (a) have completed most of the major assignments of the course, and (b) be earning a passing grade in the course (aside from the assignments not completed) in the judgment of the instructor.  Further information on Incompletes is available in the GSU Graduate Catalog for 2008-9, p. 51.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

The Georgia State University Policy on Academic Honesty applies to all assignments in this course.  While the penalty for academic dishonesty is a matter of the instructor’s discretion, in the Department of Political Science, the customary penalty for violation of academic honest rules is assignment of an “F” for the course.

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Plagiarism is the theft of someone else’s intellectual property or presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  To avoid plagiarism, it is essential that you use proper quotation and citation in all the written work you submit for the course.  You are responsible for handing in original work and for citing all of your information sources. This Department takes academic honesty very seriously: students have been caught plagiarizing in the past and have received an “F.”
For further information on GSU policy on academic dishonesty (including plagiarism), see the GSU Graduate Catalog for 2008-9, pp.55-59.

E-Mail Notifications:

I will be sending e-mail messages to your GSU e-mail accounts.  If you use another e-mail account as your primary e-mail address, please arrange to have your GSU e-mail forwarded. Official GSU policy requires that I use your GSU e-mail addresses and this is much easier for me since this is the address I have for you from Go-SOLAR.  

CLASS READINGS/SCHEDULE

Week 1. Introduction to the Course 8/19)

No readings.

Week 2.  NGOs as a New Force in World Politics: Insights from Political Science (I) (8/26)

Defining NGOs, Networks, Coalitions and New Forms of Global Activism

Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Ch. 1, pp. 1-38

Khagram, Riker and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, Ch. 1, pp.3-23.

*Anna C. Vakil, “Confronting the Classification Problem: Toward a Taxonomy of NGOs,”  World Development 25 (12), 1997: 2057-70.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

General Functions and Roles of NGOs

(  Weiss and Gordenker, NGOs, the UN and Global Governance, Ch. 1, pp. 17-47.

NGOs as a New Force in World Politics

* Jessica Mathews,  “Power Shift,” Foreign Affairs, 76, 1 (January/February1997): 50-66.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. 

* Paul Wapner, “Politics Beyond the State, Environmental Activism and World Civic Politics,” World Politics (April 1995), 311-40. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.  

Week 3. Frameworks and Models for Understanding NGOs: Insights from Political Science (II) (9/2)

Transnational Actors and World Politics

(  Thomas Risse-Kappen, “Bringing Transnational Relations Back In: Introduction,” in Thomas Risse-Kappen, ed.,  Bringing Transnational Relations Back In, Ch. 1, pp. 3-33.

(  Kathryn, Sikkink, “Patterns of Dynamic Multigovernance and the Insider-Outsider Coalition,”  in della Porta and Tarrow, eds, Transnational Protest and Global Activism

International Norms and NGOs

(  Thomas Risse and Kathryn Sikkink, “The Socialization of International Human Rights Norms into Domestic Practices: Introduction,” in Risse, Ropp and Sikkink, ed., The Power of Human Rights, Ch. 1.  pp. 1-38.

Governance, “Governmentality,” and NGOs

*Sending, Ole Jacob and Iver B. Neumann. 2006.  “Governance to Governmentality: Analyzing NGOs, States, and Power.” International Studies Quarterly 50 (3) September: 651-672. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

Week 4.  NGOs and Transnational Social Movements: Insights from Sociology and Social Movement Theory (9/9)

INGOs and World Culture

(  Boli and Thomas, ed., Constructing World Culture, International Nongovernmental Organizations Since 1875, Ch. 1.  pp. 13-48.

Transnational Social Movements

(  Donatella della Porta and Hanspeter Kriesi, "Social Movements in a Globalizing World: an Introduction," in Donatella della Porta, Hanspeter Kriesi, and Dieter Rucht, eds.,  Social Movements in a Globalizing World. Pp. 3-22. 

(  Doug McAdam and Dieter Rucht, “The Cross-National Diffusion of Movement Ideas.”  The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 528 (July 1993), 56-74.

(  Sidney Tarrow, “Internationalism and Contention,” in The New Transnational Activism
Globalization from Below: NGOs as a Counter-Hegemonic Force

* Peter Evans, “Fighting Marginalization with Transnational Networks: Counter-Hegemonic Globalization.”  Contemporary Sociology 29 (January 2000): 230-41. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. 

Week 5. The Growth of NGOs Part I: the State and International Organizations (9/16)

International Organizations and the Growth of NGOs

(  Kerstin Martens, “Activities in the UN Context – Changing Patterns of Interaction,” in NGOs and the United Nations: Institutionalization, Professionalization and Adaptation
* Kim Reimann, “A View from the Top: International Politics, Norms and the Worldwide Growth of NGOs.” International Studies Quarterly 50 (1) 2006: 45-67.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
Optional: 

Steve Charnovitz, "Two Centuries of Participation: NGOs and International Governance," Michigan Journal of International Law (1997), 183-286.

Kendall Stiles, “Civil Society Empowerment and Multilateral Donors: International Institutions and New International Norms,”  Global Governance 4 (2) (1998): 199-266.

States and the Growth of NGOs:

(  Thomas Dichter, "Globalization and Its Effects on NGOs: Efflorescence or Blurring of Roles and Relevance?"  Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly (1999), 38-58.

(  Thomas Carothers and Marina Ottaway. Funding Virtue. Civil Society Aid and Democracy Promotion.  Introduction and Ch. 11. . pp. 3-17 and pp. 293-310. 
Week 6.  The Growth of NGOs Part II: Globalization, the Internet, and the Role of the Media (9/23)

* Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye, “Power and Interdependence in the Information Age,” Foreign Affairs 77 (5), Sept./Oct. 1998: 81-94.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

(  Craig Warkentin. Reshaping World Politics: NGOs, the Internet, and Global Civil Society.   Chapters 2 and 5.  pp. 27-38 and pp. 143-71.
(  Peter Van Aelst and Stefaan Walgrave, “New Media, New Movements? The Role of the Internet in Shaping the ‘Anti-globalization’ Movement,” in Wim van de Donk, et al, eds, Cyberprotest: New Media, Citizens and Social Movements, London and New York: Routledge, pp. 97-122.
*Maratea, Ray. 2008.  “The e-Rise and Fall of Social Problems: The Blogosphere as a Public Arena.” Social Problems 55 (1): 139-160. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

(  Dorothy Kidd. 2003.  “Indymedia.org, A New Communications Commons.”  In McCaughey, Martha and Michael D. Ayers, eds., Cyberactivism: Online Activism in Theory and Practice. Routledge: New York and London.

(  Cooper, Andrew F.  2008. “Star Power and the United Nations: From Audrey Hepburn to Angelina Jolie.”  Chapter 2 of Celebrity Diplomacy.  Boulder and London: Paradigm Publishers.

Week 7.  NGOs and Their Critics (9/30)

NGOs: Doing More Harm than Good?

(  Michael Maren, The Road to Hell: The Ravaging Effects of Foreign Aid and International Charity, Ch. 1, 9 and 15.  pages 13-24, 162-77 and 257-69.

(  Kim Reimann, “Up to No Good?  Recent Critics and Critiques of NGOs.”  In Henry F. Carey and Oliver P. Richmond, eds., Subcontracting Peace: The Challenges of NGO Peacebuilding.  

NGOs as Business and PR Opportunity

(  Gino Lofredo.  2000. “Help Yourself by Helping the Poor.”  In Deborah Eade, ed.  Development, NGOs and Civil Society. pp. 64-69. 

*Bob, Clifford.  2002.  “Merchants of Morality.”  Foreign Policy March/April: 36-45. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. 

The Problem of Accountability

* Ebrahim, Alnoor.  2003. “Accountability In Practice: Mechanisms for NGOs.” World Development 31 (5) May 2003: 813-829. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

Systemic Dilemmas and Dysfunctional Outcomes
* Alexander Cooley and James Ron, “The NGO Scramble: Organizational Insecurity and the Political Economy of Transnational Action,” International Security 27 (Summer 2002), 17. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

Week 8. Global Environmental Politics and NGOs (10/7)

**Paper proposal due.

Environmental Networks:

Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Ch. 4., pp. 121-63. (42 pages)

NGOs and International Environmental Regimes

*J. Meyer, D. Frank, A. Hironaka, E. Schofer, and N. Tuma. 1997.  “The Structuring of a World Environmental Regime, 1870-1990.”  International Organization, 51, 4 (Autumn):  623-651. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

NGOs and Socialization of IGOs

* Park, Susan.  2005.  “How Transnational Environmental Advocacy Networks Socialize International Financial Institutions: A Case Study of the International Finance Corporation.” Global Environmental Politics 5 (4) November 2005: 95-119. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
Market-Based Initiatives and NGO-Business Cooperation
*Linton, April.  2005.  “Partnering for sustainability: Business–NGO alliances in the coffee industry.”  Development in Practice 15 (3/4) June: 600-614. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
Week 9. Human Rights and NGOs (10/14)

NGO Networks and General Issues

Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Ch. 3., pp. 79-120.

Human Rights NGOs and the UN

* Felice D. Gaer.  2003. “Implementing International Human Rights Norms: UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies and NGOs.’  Journal of Human Rights 2(3) (September): 339-357. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

Human Rights Reporting: Amnesty International

*Ron, James, Howard Ramos and Kathleen Rodgers.  2005.  “Transnational Information Politics: NGO Human Rights Reporting, 1986-2000.”  International Studies Quarterly 49: 557-87. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

Transnational Case in Asia (Spiral Model)

(  Anja Jetschke, “Linking the Unlinkable? International Norms and Nationalism in Indonesia and the Philippines,” in Thomas Risse, Stephen C. Ropp and Kathryn Sikkink, eds., The Power of Human Rights, International Norms and Domestic Change,  pp. 134-71.

Week 10.  International Development and NGOs (10/21)

Service-Oriented NGOs, the State, and International Organizations

(  Michael Edwards and David Hulme, "Too Close for Comfort? The Impact of Official Aid on Nongovernmental Organizations," World Development (1996), 961-73. 

(  Brian Smith,  More Than Altruism: The Politics of Private Foreign Aid, Ch. 3,  pp. 45-74.


Case Study:

(  Tina Wallace with Lisa Bornstein and Jennifer Chapman.  2007.  The Aid Chain: Coercion and Commitment in Development NGOs.  Ch. 5. “The NGO Context in Uganda and South Africa.”

International Development and Advocacy Networks

Khagram, Riker and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, Ch. 7, pp. 131-54.

Case Study (Narmada Dam):

Khagram, Riker and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, Ch.10, pp. 206-30. 

Week 11.  Trade, Investment and Finance Issues (10/28)

Trade: the WTO and NAFTA
(  Jackie Smith, “Globalizing Resistance: The Battle of Seattle and the Future of Social Movements,” in Smith and Johnston, eds., Globalization and Resistance, pp. 207-27.
* Saguier, Marcelo I.  2007.  “The Hemispheric Social Alliance and the Free Trade Area of the Americas Process: The Challenges and Opportunities of Transnational Coalitions against Neo-liberalism.” Globalizations 4 (2) June: 251-265. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
International Debt and Finance:

Khagram, Riker and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, Ch. 8, pp. 155-80. 

Protest, Anti-globalization Movements and World Social Forum

*Fisher, Dana, Kevin Stanley, David Berman and Gina Neff.  2005.  “How Do Organizations Matter?  Mobilization and Support for Participants at Five Globalization Protests.” Social Problems 52 (1): 102-121. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
(  Jackie Smith, et al. 2008. Global Democracy and the World Social Forums, Ch. 4. “Reformism or Radical Change: What Do World Social Forum Participants Want?”

Week 12. Humanitarian Crises and NGOs (11/4)

NGOs, Early Warning, Preventative Diplomacy and Mediation in Humanitarian Crises
(  Edwin Bakker, “Early Warning by NGOs in Conflict Areas,” In Bas Arts, et al, eds., Non-State Actors in International Relations, pp. 263-277.

(  Emily MacFarquhar, Robert Rotberg and Martha Chen, “Introduction,” in Robert Rotberg, ed., Vigilance and Vengeance: NGOs Preventing Ethnic Conflict in Divided Societies, pp. 3-21. 

(  Hizkias Assefa, “The Challenges of Influencing Policy in Conflict Situations,” in NGOs at the Table: Strategies for Influencing Policies in Areas of Conflict, pp. 45-56. 

Challenges Facing NGOs in Conflict Areas

(  Mary Anderson, Do No Harm: How Aid Can Support Peace – or War, Ch. 4, pp. 37-54.  

(  Jonathan Goodhand,  “NGOs and the Dynamics of Conflict and Peacebuilding.”  Ch. 5 in his book Aiding Peace? The Role of NGOs in Armed Conflict, pp. 101-124.

Cases

*Martina Fisher, Civil Society in Conflict Transformation: Ambivalence, Potentials and Challenges, Chapter 6. “The Potential of Civil Society in War-torn Societies.”  (Case of Bosnia-Herzogovina), pp. 13-26.  Handbook available on-line:

http://www.berghof-handbook.net/uploads/download/fischer_cso_handbook.pdf
(  Alison L. Des Forges, “Making Noise Effectively: Lessons from the Rwandan Catastrophe,” in Robert Rotberg, ed., Vigilance and Vengeance: NGOs Preventing Ethnic Conflict in Divided Societies, pp. 213-32.

Week 13. Peace, Security Issues and NGOs (11/11)

Transnational Movements, NGOs and the End of the Cold War

(  Matthew Evangelista, Unarmed Forces: The Transnational Movements to End the Cold War, Ch. 1 and 2, Chapters 12-13, pp. 3-21, pp. 249-88.


Optional:

Matthew Evangelista, Unarmed Forces: The Transnational Movements to End the Cold War, Ch. 14.

NGOs and Weapons of War

* Richard Price, “Reversing the Gun Sights: Transnational Civil Society Targets Land Mines,” International Organization (Summer 1998), 613-644. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

(  Rebecca Johnson, “Advocates and Activists: Conflicting Approaches to Nonproliferation and the Test Treaty Ban,” in Ann Florini, ed., The Third Force: The Rise of Transnational Civil Society, pp. 49-81.

* Grillot, Suzette, Craig Stapley and Molly Hanna. 2006.  “Assessing the Small Arms Movement: The Trials and Tribulations of a Transnational Network.”  Contemporary Security Policy 27 (1): 60-84. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
NGOs and the Military

*Byman, Daniel I.  2001.  “Uncertain Partners: NGOs and the Military.” Survival 43 (2): 97-114. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
Week 14. Democratization (11/18)

Supporting Democracy by Supporting NGOs

(  Thomas Carothers, Aiding Democracy Abroad, The Learning Curve, Ch. 8, pp. 207-51.

Cases: Building Democracy in Developing Countries

Khagram, Riker and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, Ch. 9, pp. 181-205.

*Landolt, Laura K.  2007.  “USAID, Population Control, and NGO-Led Democratization in Egypt: The Fate of the ICPD Programme of Action.” Democratization 14 (4) August: 706-722. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.
Cases: Transitions to Democracy in Eastern Europe:

(  Patricia Chilton, “Mechanics of Change: Social Movements, Transnational Coalitions and the Transformation Processes in Eastern Europe,” in Thomas Risse-Kappen, ed., Bringing Transnational Relations Back In, pp. 189-226. 

No class on Tuesday, November 21 (Thanksgiving Break)

Week 15. Women’s Issues and NGOs (12/2)


**Seminar paper is due.

NGO Networks:

Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Ch. 5, pp. 165-98.

Women’s NGOs and International Organizations

Khagram, Riker, and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, Ch. 5, pp. 96-122.
International Movements Supporting National Movements?

(  Sonia Alvarez, “Latin American Feminists ‘Go Global’: Trends of the 1990s and Challenges for the New Millennium,” in Sonia Alvarez, Evelina Dagnino and Arthur Escobar, eds., Cultures of Politics, Politics of Cultures, pp. 293-324. 

* Afshan Jafar.  2007.  “Engaging Fundamentalism: The Case of Women's NGOs in Pakistan.”  Social Problems 54 (3): 256–273.
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