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This course examines the politics and political economy of postwar Japan from several theoretical perspectives.  After a historical background, the course surveys Japan's core political and economic institutions, key policymaking processes and various specific policy issues ranging from economic reform to social change.

Key questions that will be addressed by the course include:  What are the key political institutions of Japan? Who rules: politicians or bureaucrats?  What models help us to best understand the policy process in Japan? What are the key economic structures in Japan? How "democratic" is Japan?  How does society participate in politics and the policy-making process?  What is Japan’s place in the world political economy?

The course is divided chronologically and thematically.  The first part of the course provides a historical background of Japan’s emergence as a modern nation-state from 1868-1952.   This is an important period for understanding the roots of democracy and capitalism in postwar Japan, and is a fascinating period of history in Asia.  The rest of the course is divided into topics and themes that cover a wide range of issues relating to Japanese politics and political economy.  They include: political institutions, the policy process, Japanese capitalism, economic problems in the 1990s/2000s, civil society and citizen activism, foreign policy and Japan’s relations with the rest of the world.

Required Texts and Readings:
Peter Duus, Modern Japan

( Course readings on ERes (Electronic Reserve)

*Course readings on-line, available through GSU library’s electronic resources

The required book for the course is available at Park Place Bookstore and the GSU Bookstore.  It is also on reserve at Pullen Library.

Most of the course readings are on GSU’s ERes (Electronic Reserve).  To retrieve these readings:

1)
Go to http://reserves.gsu.edu  

2)
Click on "Electronic Reserves and Reserves Pages"

3)
Type in POLS 4256 or my last name (Reimann)

4)
Click on POLS 4256

5)
Enter the password: w57yzw8rF
6)
Agree to the copyright

7)
The course ERes readings will appear

I have also put a link to ERes on the course’s uLearn.

All other materials (marked with a *) are available electronically through electronic library resources. To find them, go to the GSU Pullen Library webpage http://www.library.gsu.edu/ and go to the “E-journal Locator” link on the right side of the homepage.  From there, look up the journal that the article appears in and then find the article using (1) key words from the title or (2) the volume and issue information provided in the syllabus.

Course Requirements and Grading:


This course is a Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) course and there is a course writing consultant available to help students with the research paper assignments. 

Short Assignments (10%)


There will be four short on-line assignments due throughout the semester.  All assignments are located in the “Short Assignments” discussion board on the course’s uLearn homepage.  Read the main message for the assignment and post your response as a message.  

Midterm Exam (15%)


There will be an in-class midterm exam on October 10.

Term Paper (40%)


One of the main requirements for the course is a 7-10 page term paper.  I will be distributing paper guidelines and other handouts to clarify my expectations and help you write your paper.  All of these documents will also be posted on the course’s uLearn homepage in the “Term Paper” section.  The course’s writing consultant will also provide guidance and instructions in class.   There are four stages or steps leading to the final submission of the paper.  First, students must select a topic and write up a short, one paragraph description of it by September 16.  Second, a paper proposal will be due on September 30.  Instructions and guidelines for the paper proposal will be posted on uLearn.  These two first writing assignments are mandatory and will be included in your grade for short assignments (see above, 10% of total grade for the course).  Third, a rough draft of the paper is due on October 28.  The writing consultant and I will make detailed comments on this rough draft, on the basis of which you will prepare a revised final paper.  Fourth, the final paper is due in class on December 4. The first draft of the paper is worth 10% of the final grade and the final draft is worth 30% of the final grade.  Late submissions of any of the writing assignments is strongly discouraged and will be penalized by 10 points (10% of the total grade) per day.

Final Exam (25%)


There will be a final exam, currently scheduled on December 9 at 5:00 pm.


Class Attendance and Participation (10%)

Attendance will be taken regularly and will affect one’s final grade (see below).

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Legitimate excuses for not attending class include religious holidays (e.g. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur), jury duty, illness and a death in the family.  To be formally excused, please bring me some sort of written documentation that explains and/or accounts for your absence.  (See me for further details if necessary.)  Material covered in lectures will be included in the exams.  Please talk to me during office hours if you have any questions or problems in this area.    My official policy is:

Good class participation and attendance (0-1 absences) will raise a borderline grade. 

Poor attendance (5 or more absences) will lower your final grade by half-a-grade.  

Very poor attendance (8 or more absences) will lower your final grade by a full grade.  

If you miss more than 15 classes, you risk being withdrawn from the class.
Grading System Policy

This course will be using the Plus/Minus grading system. I shall be using the following percentage/point system for exams:

A =  93-100

B = 83-86

C = 73-76
F = 59 or below

A- =  90-92

B- = 80-82

C- = 70-72

B+ = 87-89

C+ = 77-79

D = 60-69

Withdrawing from the class:

The last day to withdraw from the class and receive a “W” is Wednesday, October 1.  (Please check the GSU academic calendar on-line for the most updated schedule for this deadline.)  Students are limited to six (6) “W” withdrawals during their undergraduate careers at GSU.  Withdrawals made after the midpoint automatically receive a “WF.”  Withdrawing from the class on time is your responsibility.

Hardship withdrawal may be granted after the midpoint when nonacademic emergency situations prevent a student from completing their coursework.  Hardship withdrawals are subject to restrictions, which are spelled out in the GSU Undergraduate Catalog 2008-9, p. 72.

Make-up Exam Policy
Students are expected to show up and take exams on the scheduled date.  If a student has a legitimate reason for missing the exam (see section on attendance policy above), however, arrangements will be made for a make-up exam.

Incompletes:

An Incomplete (I) may be given to a student who for nonacademic reasons beyond his or her control is unable to meet the full requirements of the course.  In order to qualify for an I, a student must: (a) have completed most of the major assignments of the course, and (b) be earning a passing grade in the course (aside from the assignments not completed) in the judgment of the instructor.  Further information on Incompletes is available in the GSU Undergraduate Catalog 2008-9, pp. 76-77.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

The Georgia State University Policy on Academic Honesty applies to all assignments in this course.  While the penalty for academic dishonesty is a matter of the instructor’s discretion, in the Department of Political Science, the customary penalty for violation of academic honest rules is assignment of an “F” for the course.

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Plagiarism is the theft of someone else’s intellectual property or presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  To avoid plagiarism, it is essential that you use proper quotation and citation in all the written work you submit for the course.  You are responsible for handing in original work and for citing all of your information sources. 

For further information on GSU policy regarding academic dishonesty (including plagiarism), see the GSU Undergraduate Catalog for 2008-9, pp. 81-84.

Policy on Personal Electronic Equipment
All cell phones must be turned off during class.  Laptop computers may be used only for taking notes and laptop users are requested to sit in the front row of the class.  If I find students using the computer for anything but note-taking, I reserve the right to ban the use of computers altogether.

E-Mail Notifications:

I will be sending e-mail messages to your GSU e-mail accounts.  If you use another e-mail account as your primary e-mail address, please arrange to have your GSU e-mail forwarded to the account you actively use. Official GSU policy requires that I use your GSU e-mail addresses and this is much easier for me since this is the address I have for you from Go-SOLAR. 

The course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; deviations may be necessary.

CLASS SCHEDULE

(( = ERes, * = articles available on-line)

Week 1:  August 19 and 21

Tuesday 8/19: Introduction: Why Study Japan?

Part 1.  Historical Background
Thursday, 8/21:  video “Meiji: Asia’s Response to the West”

Week 2: August 26 and 28

**First writing assignment due 8/26. (uLearn)
Meiji Japan and the Origins of the Modern Japanese State (8/26)

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 85-133, 150-68

Thursday, August 28: video “Reinventing Japan”

Week 3:  September 2 and 4

**Second assignment due 9/2. (uLearn)
Legacies of the War and the US Occupation of Japan (9/2)

( John Dower, “The Useful War”

(  John Dower, Embracing Defeat, Ch. 12,  pp. 346-73.

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 200-73.

Thursday, September 4: Library Session, Library North, Classroom 1

Librarian Mary Jo DeJoice (libmjd@langate.gsu.edu, tel. 404-314-2853)

Part 2.  Political Institutions and System

Week 4: September 9 and 11

Political Parties I: The Liberal Democratic Party and the “1955” System (9/9)

( Gerald Curtis, The Japanese Way of Politics, Ch. 1, pp. 1-44.

(  Daniel Okimoto and Thomas Rohlen, Inside the Japanese System, selections, pp. 175-90.

Political Parties II:  The Opposition Parties and Post-1993 Party Politics (9/11)

(  J.A.A. Stockwin, Ch. 5 (“One Step Forward and One Step Back: Attempting Political Reform in the 1990s”) and Ch. 9 (“The Politics of Party: The Liberal Democrats and Their Rivals”) in Governing Japan: Divided Politics in a Resurgent Economy, pp.76-100 and pp. 177-201.
Optional:

Gerald Curtis, The Logic of Japanese Politics, Ch. 3, pp. 99-136.

Week 5: September 16 and 18


**Paper Topic due 9/16. (uLearn)
The Electoral System and Electoral Reform (9/16)

( Ramseyer and Rosenbluth, Japan’s Political Marketplace, Ch. 2, pp. 16-37.

*Ellis Krauss and Robert Pekkanen, “Explaining Party Adaptation to Electoral Reform: The Discreet Charm of the LDP?”  Journal of Japanese Studies 30 (1) Winter 2004: 1-34. Available on-line in through Project Muse, check the library’s electronic journal section.

Optional:

*Raymond Christensen, “The New Japanese Election System,” Pacific Affairs (Spring 1996), 49-70.  Available on-line in JSTOR, check the library’s electronic journal section.

The Bureaucracy (9/18)
( Campbell, John. 1989. “Democracy and Bureaucracy in Japan.” In Democracy in Japan eds. Takeshi Ishida and Ellis S. Krauss, pp. 113-138.
( Masao Miyamoto, Straightjacket Society, pp. 27-51.

PART 3.  THE POLICY PROCESS AND JAPAN’S ECONOMIC SYSTEM DURING THE “MIRACLE” YEARS

Week 6:  September 23 and 25

Who Rules? Contending Models of the Policy Process (9/23)
(  Muramatsu and Krauss, “The Conservative Policy Line and the Development of Patterned Pluralism,” in Yamamura and Yasuba, eds., The Political Economy of Japan, pp. 516-54.

(  Ramseyer and Rosenbluth, Japan’s Political Marketplace, Ch. 7,  pp. 121-41.

*Wright, Maurice.  1999.  “Who Governs Japan? Politicians and Bureaucrats in the Policy-making Processes.” Political Studies 47 (5): 939-954.

September 25:  Video “Inside Japan, Inc.”

Week 7: September 30 and October 2

**Paper proposal due 9/30. See handout posted on uLearn. Read the instructions carefully and hand in a hard copy of the proposal.

The Developmental State I: MITI and the Japanese “Economic Miracle” (9/30)
Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 291-311.

( Chalmers Johnson, “The Japanese Miracle,” MITI and the Japanese Miracle, Ch. 1, pp.3-34.

Optional:

Chalmers Johnson, MITI and the Japanese Miracle, Ch.2 and 9

The Developmental State II: The Ministry of Finance and the Financial System during the High Growth Years (1950s-1973) (10/2)
(  Henry Laurence, Money Rules, selection from Ch. 5.

(  Kent Calder, Strategic Capitalism, Ch. 5, pp. 134-73.

Week 8:  October 7 and 9

Tuesday, October 7: midterm exam

PART 4. JAPANESE CAPITALISM

Keiretsu and the Japanese Firm (10/9)
( Takatoshi Ito, The Japanese Economy, Ch. 7, pp. 177-208.

Optional/Recommended:

Michael Gerlach, Alliance Capitalism, Ch. 1, p. 1-38.

PART 5. THE END OF THE MIRACLE: CHALLENGES FACING JAPAN’S ECONOMY

Week 9: October 14 and 16

Rise of Japan the Economic Superpower and the “Bubble Economy” of the 1980s (10/14)
(  Peter Hartcher, The Ministry: The Inside Story of the Japan’s Ministry of Finance, Ch. 3, pp. 60-94.

The Bubble Bursts: Economic Crisis in the 1990s and 2000s (10/16)
(  Peter Hartcher, The Ministry, Ch. 4 pp. 95-122.

(  Richard Katz, Japan: The System that Soured, Ch. 7, pp. 165-196.

Week 10:  October 21 and 23

**Third writing assignment due 10/21.  (uLearn)
Deregulation and Reform (10/21)
(  Leonard Schoppa, Race for the Exits: the Unraveling of Japan’s System of Social Protection, Ch. 6, pp. 112-149.

(  Eiji Kawabata, “The Dual State and Government Reforms,” Ch. 3 in Contemporary Government Reform in Japan: The Dual State in Flux, pp. 65-92.

Optional:

*Ulrike Schaede, “What Happened to the Japanese Model?” Review of International Economics 12 (2) 2004: 277-294.  Available on-line (check using GSU library’s electronic journal locator).
Steven Vogel, Japan Remodeled: How Government and Industry Are Reforming Japanese Capitalism, Ch. 2 and 3.
Part 6.  State and Society: Civil Society in Japan

Social Protest and Civil Society in Japan (10/23)

(  Robert Pekkanen, “Japan’s New Politics: The NPO Law,” Journal of Japanese Studies 26 (1), Winter 2000: 111-43.

(  Frank Upham, “Unplaced Persons and Movements for Place,” in Andrew Gordon, ed., Postwar Japan as History, pp. 325-46.

Week 11: October 28 and 30 


Rough draft of paper due on 10/28.
Social Movements: The Environmental Movement (10/28)

(  Frank Upham, Law and Social Change in Postwar Japan, Ch. 2., pp. 28-77.

The Power of Women: Housewives and the Consumer Movements in Japan (10/30)
(  Patricia Maclachlan, Consumer Politics in Postwar Japan, Ch. 8, pp. 201-32.

Week 12: November 4 and 6

**Fourth writing assignment is due on 11/4.  (uLearn)
The Role of the Media (11/4)

(  Laurie Freeman, Closing the Shop: Information Cartels and Japan’s Mass Media, Ch.3, pp. 62-101.

Optional:

Ellis Krauss, “TV News in Japan: Reporting on Politics or Shaping it?” Japan Media Review. On-line article. URL: http://www.ojr.org/japan/media/1054281719.php 

(Note:  The article goes on for several pages, not just the first page shown.  Click on the page number at the bottom to get to the next page.)

Guest speakers on 11/4:  Richard Mathews (AJC), Sachi Koto (former CNN anchor)

November 6: In-Class Session on Paper Writing

Part 7.  Foreign Policy and Japan in the World

Week 13: November 11 and 13

The Making of Foreign Policy (11/11)
(  Thomas U. Berger, “The Pragmatic Liberalism of an Adaptive State,” Ch. 12 in Berger, et al, eds., Japan in International Politics: The Foreign Policies of an Adaptive State, pp. 259-299.
*Kent Calder, “Japanese Foreign Economic Policy Formation: Explaining the Reactive State,” World Politics 40 (4) July 1988: 517-41.  Available on JSTOR.

Security and Defense Policy (11/13)
*David Arase.  2007.  “Japan, the Active State?: Security Policy after 9/11.”  Asian Survey 47 (4) August: 560–583. Available on-line (check using GSU library’s electronic journal locator).
*Robert Pekkanen and Ellis S. Krauss.  2005. “Japan's “Coalition of the Willing” on Security Policies.”  Orbis 49 (3): 429-444. Available on-line (check using GSU library’s electronic journal locator).

Optional: 

Richard J. Samuels.  2007.  “Securing Japan: The Current Discourse.” The Journal of Japanese Studies 33 (1): 125-152.
Week 14: November 18 and 20

Trade Policy (11/18)
*Saadia M. Pekkanen.  2005.  “Bilateralism, Multilateralism or Regionalism?  Japan’s Trade Forum Choices.”  Journal of East Asian Studies 5 (1) Jan/April: 77-103. Available on-line (check using GSU library’s electronic journal locator).

(  Edward Lincoln, “Trade Negotiations in the 1990s, “in Troubled Times: US-Japan Trade Relations in the 1990s, Ch. 4, pp. 116-66.

Japan in Asia (11/20)
(  T.J. Pempel, “Transatlantic Torii: Japan and the Emerging Asian Regionalism,: in Peter Katzenstein and Takashi Shiraishi, eds., Network Power: Japan and Asia,  pp. 47-82.

*Nicholas Kristof, “The Problem of Memory,” Foreign Affairs 77 (6) November/December 1998: 37-48. Available on-line (check using GSU library’s electronic journal locator).
Thanksgiving Break: No Classes November 25 and 27

Week 15: December 2 and 4

**Final draft of term paper due 12/4.

Foreign Aid and “Soft” Power (12/2)
*Saori Katada, “Japan’s Two-Track Aid Approach,” Asian Survey 42 (2) March/April 2002: 320-42.  Available on-line (check electronic journal listings).

*Lam, Peng.  2007. “Japan’s Quest for ‘Soft Power’: Attraction and Limitation.” East Asia: An International Quarterly; 24 (4) Winter:349-363. Available on-line (check electronic journal listings).

Optional:

*Yamamoto, Aiichiro and Kyoko Kuwajima.  2006. “Whither Japanese Foreign Aid?” (Review Essay) Social Science Japan Journal Vol. 9, No. 2, pp 275–282. Available on-line (check electronic journal listings).

*Bremner, Brian. 2007. “Raising Japan's Cool Quotient.” Business Week Online, 5/8/2007, p25. Available on-line (check electronic journal listings).

December 4:  Review Class

Final Exam Date:  Tuesday, December 9 (5pm)
10

