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Over the past several decades the number of internationally active non-governmental organizations (NGOs) has grown exponentially.  As NGOs have proliferated and become more important players in global politics, they have drawn greater attention from scholars in a variety of disciplines including political science, sociology, anthropology, non-profit studies and communications.  This course explores the rise of NGOs in world politics and surveys the emerging scholarly literature on NGOs and transnational activism.  The underlying questions that the course will address include:  What sort of roles do NGOs and other societal actors now play in international politics? What factors have led to the growth in numbers and activities of NGOs?  Under what conditions are NGOs influential or successful in reaching their goals?  What theories and methods can help us best understand state-society relations in the international context?  What are both the upsides and the downsides of increased NGO activism?

The seminar is divided into two main parts.  In weeks 1-8, the course reviews theoretical frameworks and general issues concerning NGOs.  In this part of the course we will examine the methods and theories that political science and sociology have used to analyze NGOs, as well as the sort of questions and concerns that these disciplines have tended to focus on.  This part of the course also explores some of the factors behind the growth of NGOs in recent decades such as state support, the expansion of international organizations, the internet, and other processes of globalization.  Weeks 9-15 comprise the second part of the course, which examines NGOs in specific policy areas.  Policy areas that will be examined include: the environment, human rights, international development, trade and finance, humanitarian crises, peace and security, and democratization.

Required Texts and Readings: 

Margaret Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders

(  Course Readings on Docuweb

*  Articles available on GSU Library on-line resources (use the Electronic Journal Locator)

The 1 required book is available at Park Place Bookstore and is on reserve at Pullen Library. 

Most of the other readings (marked with a () are on ERes (http://reserves.gsu.edu/).  The course’s password is:

Password = xbm3i9ve

All other materials (marked with a *) are available electronically through electronic library resources. To find them, go to the GSU Pullen Library webpage http://www.library.gsu.edu/ and go to the “Find Journals, Electronic journal Locator” link on the right side of the webpage.  From there, look up the journal that the article appears in and then find the article using the volume number and/or key words from the title.

Course Requirements and Grading:


Short Writing and Internet Assignments (10%)

There will be three short assignments located on WebCT Vista.  Go to the “Assignments” link on the WebCT course homepage and look for the current assignment.  Read the main message for the assignment of the week and post your work as a reply message.  Assignments are due before class and submissions will be monitored.  Be prepared to discuss assignments in class.


Take-home Midterm Exam/Project (25%)

A take-home exam/project assignment will be handed out on February 21 and is due on February 28.


Research Paper (40%)


The main requirement for the course is a 7-10 page term paper.  I will be distributing paper guidelines and other handouts to clarify my expectations and help you write your paper.  The WAC writing consultant for the course, Gerald Shoates, is also available to help you at any point in the semester.  There are four checkpoints leading to the final submission of the paper. First, students must select a topic and write up a short, one paragraph description of it by January 29.  Second, a paper proposal will be due on February 12.  Instructions for the paper proposal are on WebCT Vista and will be reviewed in class.  These first two writing assignments are mandatory and will be included in your grade for short assignments (see above, 10% of the total grade for the course).  Third, a rough draft of the paper is due on March 20.  Fourth, the final paper is due in class on April 17.  The first draft is worth 10% of the final grade and the final draft is worth 30% of the final grade.  Late submission of any of the writing assignments is strongly discouraged and will be penalized by 10 points (10% of the total grade) per day.  

Final Exam (15%)


There will be an in-class final exam on the last day of class.


Class Attendance and Participation (10%)


Attendance will be taken regularly and will affect one’s final grade (see below).


There will be some class time set aside for discussion.  Students are expected to have done the readings and assignments for the week and to participate.

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Legitimate excuses for not attending class include religious holidays (e.g. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur), jury duty and illness.  If you are unable to attend class for these or any other reason, please try to get notes from a classmate.  Material covered in lectures will be included in the exams.  Please talk to me during office hours if you have any questions or problems in this area.  I enforce a strict attendance policy – bad attendance can significantly affect your final grade.  My official policy is:

Good class participation and attendance (0-1 absences) will raise a borderline grade. 

Poor attendance (6 or more absences) will lower your final grade by half-a-grade.  

Very poor attendance (8 or more absences) will lower your final grade by a full grade.  

If you miss more than 15 classes, you risk being withdrawn from the class.
Withdrawing from the class:

The last day to withdraw from the class and receive a “W” is Monday, March 3. Please check the GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 60-61, for the procedures and policies regarding involuntary withdrawals.

Hardship withdrawal may be granted after the midpoint when nonacademic emergency situations prevent a student from completing their course work.  Hardship withdrawls are subject to restrictions, which are spelled out in the GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 61-62.

Incompletes:

An Incomplete (I) may be given to a student who for nonacademic reasons beyond his or her control is unable to meet the full requirements of the course.  In order to qualify for an I, a student must: (a) have completed most of the major assignments of the course, and (b) be earning a passing grade in the course (aside from the assignments not completed) in the judgement of the instructor.  Further information on Incompletes is available in the GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 67.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

The Georgia State University Policy on Academic Honesty applies to all assignments in this course.  (See GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 70-73.)  While the penalty for academic dishonesty is a matter of the instructor’s discretion, in the Department of Political Science, the customary penalty for violation of academic honest rules is assignment of an “F” for the course.  

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Plagiarism is the theft of someone else’s intellectual property or presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  To avoid plagiarism, it is essential that you use proper quotation and citation in all the written work you submit for the course.  You are responsible for handing in original work and for citing all of your information sources. 

Grading System Policy

This course will be using the Plus/Minus grading system.  I shall be using the following percentage system for exams:

A =  93-100

B = 83-86

C = 73-76
F = 59 or below

A- =  90-92

B- = 80-82

C- = 70-72

B+ = 87-89

C+ = 77-79

D = 60-69

E-Mail Notifications:

I will be sending e-mail messages to your GSU e-mail accounts.  If you use another e-mail account as your primary e-mail address, please arrange to have your GSU e-mail forwarded.

CLASS READINGS/SCHEDULE

(  Course Readings on Docuweb

*  Articles available on GSU Library on-line resources (Electronic Journal Locator)

Part I.  THE STUDY AND PRACTICE OF NGOs
Introduction to the Course (1/8)
No readings.

NGOs as an Old and New Force in World Politics (1/10)

Keck and Sikkink, Ch. 2, pp.39-78.

* Jessica Mathews,  “Power Shift,” Foreign Affairs, 76, 1 (January/February1997): 50-66.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. 


Recommended/Optional:

* Paul Wapner, “Politics Beyond the State, Environmental Activism and World Civic Politics,”  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.  World Politics (April 1995), 311-40. 

Defining NGOs, Networks, Coalitions and New Forms of Global Activism (1/15)

Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Ch. 1, pp. 1-38

*Anna C. Vakil, “Confronting the Classification Problem: Toward a Taxonomy of NGOs,”  World Development 25 (12), 1997: 2057-70.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

Library session on research resources (1/17)

Library session with Mary Jo DeJoice, Library North, Classroom 1, 1st Floor

General Functions and Roles of NGOs (1/22)

1/22: WebCT Assignment #1 due

(  Weiss and Gordenker, NGOs, the UN and Global Governance, Ch. 1, pp. 17-47.

Optional:

* P.J. Simmons, P.J., “Learning to Live with NGOs.” Foreign Policy (Fall 1998), 82-96. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. 

Frameworks and Models for Understanding NGOs: Insights from Political Science (1/24, 1/29)

1/29: Paper topics due
Transnational Actors:

(  Thomas Risse-Kappen, “Bringing Transnational Relations Back In: Introduction,” in Thomas Risse-Kappen, ed.,  Bringing Transnational Relations Back In, Ch. 1, pp. 3-33.

Globalization and NGOs:

(  David Brown, Sanjeev Khagram, Mark Moore and Peter Frumkin, “Globalization, NGOs, and Multisectoral Relations,” in in Joseph Nye and John Donahue, eds., Governance in a Globalizing World, pp. 271-96.

International Norms and NGOs:

(  Thomas Risse and Kathryn Sikkink, “The Socialization of International Human Rights Norms into Domestic Practices: Introduction,” in Risse, Ropp and Sikkink, ed., The Power of Human Rights, Ch. 1.  pp. 1-38.

NGOs and Transnational Social Movements: Insights from Sociology and Social Movement Theory (1/31, 2/5)
INGOs and World Culture

(  Boli and Thomas, ed., Constructing World Culture, International Nongovernmental Organizations Since 1875, Ch. 1.  pp. 13-48.

Transnational Social Movements

(  Donatella della Porta and Hanspeter Kriesi, "Social Movements in a Globalizing World: an Introduction," in Donatella della Porta, Hanspeter Kriesi, and Dieter Rucht, eds.,  Social Movements in a Globalizing World. Pp. 3-22. 

(  Doug McAdam and Dieter Rucht, “The Cross-National Diffusion of Movement Ideas.”  The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science  528 (July 1993), 56-74.

Globalization from Below: NGOs as a Counter-Hegemonic Force

* Peter Evans, “Fighting Marginalization with Transnational Networks: Counter-Hegemonic Globalization.”  Contemporary Sociology 29 (January 2000): 230-41. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. 
The UN System and NGOs (2/7, 2/12)

2/12:  Paper proposals due in class

(  Anheier, Glasius and Kaldor, eds., Global Civil Society 2001.Ch. 7.  pp. 169-94. 

(  Kim Reimann, “A View from the Top: International Politics, Norms and the Worldwide Growth of NGOs.” International Studies Quarterly 50 (1) 2006: 45-67.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. (Also my webpage: http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwpol/reimann-pubs.html)
The State, NGOs and Issues of Funding (2/14, 2/19)


2/19: WebCT Assignment #2 due

The State and NGOs (2/14)

(  Thomas Dichter, "Globalization and Its Effects on NGOs: Efflorescence or Blurring of Roles and Relevance?"  Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly (1999), 38-58.

(  Thomas Carothers and Marina Ottaway. Funding Virtue. Civil Society Aid and Democracy Promotion.  Introduction, 3-17. 

The Various Funding Sources of NGOs (2/19)

(  Anheier, Glasius and Kaldor, eds., Global Civil Society 2001.Ch. 8.  pp. 195-217.
NGOs and Their Critics (2/21)

(  Michael Maren, The Road to Hell: The Ravaging Effects of Foreign Aid and International Charity, Ch. 1, 9 and 15.  pages 13-24, 162-77 and 257-69.

(  Kim Reimann, “Up to No Good? Recent Critics and Critiques of NGOs.” In Hugh F. Carey and Oliver P. Richmond, eds.,  Subcontracting Peace: The Challenges of NGO Peacekeeping. (Also my webpage: http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwpol/reimann-pubs.html)
Optional:

Lisa Jordan and Peter van Tuijil, “Poliitcal Responsibility in Transnational NGO Advocacy,” World Development 28 (12) 2000:  2015-65.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

*Bob, Clifford.  2002.  “Merchants of Morality.”  Foreign Policy March/April: 36-45. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator. 

The Internet, New Technologies, and NGOs (2/26)

(  Anheier, Glasius and Kaldor, eds., Global Civil Society 2001, Ch. 6, pp. 147-68.

(  Shayne Weyker, “The Ironies of Information Technology,” in Alison Brysk, ed.  Globalization and Human Rights

Optional:

* Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye, “Power and Interdependence in the Information Age,” Foreign Affairs 77 (5), Sept./Oct. 1998: 81-94.  Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

2/28 Take-home Midterm due
No class.  Submit a hard copy to me by 5:30pm at the Department of Political Science.

SPRING BREAK (March 4 and 6)
Setting up an NGO (3/11)

* “Filing Procedures for Georgia Profit and Nonprofit Corporations.” Available on-line at: 
http://sos.georgia.gov/corporations/filing_procedures_corp_2001.pdf 
* Documents for receiving tax exempt status:


http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/charities/article/0,,id=96109,00.html
http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1023.pdf
http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf
http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
Guest Speaker (3/13)
1:00 class: Mary Yetter, CARE – on 3/18 not 3/13
5:30 class: Lauren Kent-Delany, Director, Educational Programs, The Carter Center
Part II.  NGOS IN VARIOUS ISSUE AREAS
Global Environmental Politics and NGOs (3/18, 3/20)


3/20: Rough Drafts Due
NGOs and International Environmental Regimes (3/18)

* Kal Raustiala, “States, NGOs and International Environmental Institutions.”  International Studies Quarterly (December 1997), 719-40. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

Optional: 

Boli and Thomas, ed., Constructing World Culture, Ch. 3, pp. 81-99.

Environmental Networks (3/20)

Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Ch. 4., pp. 121-63. 

Human Rights and NGOs (3/25, 3/27)

Human Rights, NGOs and the UN (3/25)

* Felice D. Gaer.  2003. “Implementing International Human Rights Norms: UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies and NGOs.’  Journal of Human Rights 2(3) (September): 339-357. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

NGO Networks (3/27)

Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Ch. 3., pp. 79-120.

International Development and NGOs (4/1, 4/3)

International Development and Service NGOs (4/1)
(  Brian Smith,  More Than Altruism: The Politics of Private Foreign Aid, Ch. 3,  pp. 45-74.

(  Michael Edwards and David Hulme, "Too Close for Comfort? The Impact of Official Aid on Nongovernmental Organizations," World Development (1996), 961-73. 

Optional:

Boli and Thomas, ed., Constructing World Culture, International Nongovernmental Organizations Since 1875, Ch. 9, pp. 222-48.

International Development and Advocacy NGOs (4/3)
(  Paul J. Nelson, “Agendas, Accountability, and Legitimacy among Transnational Networks Lobbying the World Bank,” in Khagram, Riker and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, pp. 131-54.

Humanitarian Crises and NGOs (4/8, 4/10)


4/10: WebCT Assignment #3 due

(  Weiss and Gordenker, ed. NGOS, the UN, and Global Governance, Ch.3, pp. 67-81.

(  Mary Anderson, Do No Harm: How Aid Can Support Peace – or War, pp. 37-66.  

(  Edwin Bakker,  “Early Warning by NGOs in Conflict Areas,” In Bas Arts, et al, eds., Non-State Actors in International Relations,  pp. 263-277.

Optional:

David Baharvar, “Beyond Mediation: The Integral Role of Non-Governmental Approaches to Resolving Protracted Ethnic Conflicts in Lesser-Developed Countries,”  The Online Journal of Peace and Conflict Resolution 4 (1) (Summer 2001), on-line at http://www.trinstitute.org/ojpcr/4_1baharvar.htm
Peace, Security Issues and NGOs (4/15)

* Richard Price, “Reversing the Gun Sights: Transnational Civil Society Targets Land Mines,” International Organization (Summer 1998), 613-644. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.

(  Rebecca Johnson, “Advocates and Activists: Conflicting Approaches to Nonproliferation and the Test Treaty Ban,” in Ann Florini, ed., The Third Force: The Rise of Transnational Civil Society, pp. 49-81.

Supporting Democracy by Supporting NGOs (4/17)

4/17: Final draft of term paper due
(  Thomas Carothers, Aiding Democracy Abroad, The Learning Curve, Ch. 8, pp. 207-51.

(  Marina Ottaway, “Social Movements Professionalization of Reform, and Democracy in Africa,”  in Marina Ottaway and Thomas Carothers, ed.,  Funding Virtue  Civil Society Aid and Democracy Promotion, pp. 77-104.
Anti-globalization Movements: Trade, Finance and Investment (4/22)

(  Jackie Smith, “Globalizing Resistance: The Battle of Seattle and the Future of Social Movements,” in Smith and Johnston, eds., Globalization and Resistance, pp. 207-27.
(  Elizabeth A. Donnelly, “Proclaiming Jubiliee: The Debt and Structural Adjustment Network,” in Khagram, Riker and Sikkink, Restructuring World Politics, pp. 155-80. 

* Stephen J Kobrin, “The MAI and the Clash of Globalizations.” Foreign Policy 112 (Fall 1998), 97-109. Available on-line, check GSU library’s E-journal Locator.


Optional:

Anheier, Glasius and Kaldor, eds., Global Civil Society 2001.Ch. 3,  pp. 51-78.

Conclusion (4/24)

Final exam in-class.
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