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Comparative Democratization

Course Description:


Processes of democratization have occurred for centuries and there is a great deal of literature on the historical development of democracy as a long-term process.  This course will examine recent alternative explanations of democratization  including historical processes in the North to the Third Wave of democratization beginning in 1974 with Spain, and expanding to Latin America, Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and Post-Soviet Union, and to a very limited extent the Middle East.


The literature on these processes of democratization has grown rapidly, and we can only touch on a portion of it. We will look at concepts, theories, some empirical research, and some policy implications.  We begin with a discussion of  concepts of democracy as they have evolved over time and across space, and then consider some problems of democratic theory.  The second, larger section of the course examines contemporary alternative explanations of democratization and de-democratization processes, including approaches focusing on process, political economy, citizen protagonists, political culture, elections, and backsliding.  Each week in this section examines a particular author’s book.  The third section of the course turns to selected problems of democratization and current debates about them:  quality of democracy, state and state capacity, citizenship, institutions, representation and political parties,  international democracy promotion, and social exclusion and social cohesion.


The readings aim to give you a blend of some of the classical treatments, recent theoretical innovation and empirical research, and policy analysis.  Most of the readings are contained in the textbooks ordered and available at Park Place bookstore or on library reserve.  A few additional readings are available through J-Store or from the professor by email.  Additional readings may be added.  


One general background text (Sorenson) is a basic overview of many of the concepts and approaches for those with no prior background in the topic.  The other books selected are examples of contemporary research, one of which we will focus on each week.

Assigned Books:
Georg Sorensen, Democracy and Democratization,  3rd edition.  Westview Press, 2008.  13: 978-0-8133-4380-8

Nancy Bermeo, Ordinary People in Extraordinary Times.  Princeton Univ. Press 2003.  



Andreas Schedler, editor.  Electoral Authoritarianism: the Dynamics of Unfree Competition.  Lynne Rienner Press, 2006.
Guillermo O'Donnell, Jose Vargas, and Osvaldo Iazzetta, The Quality of Democracy, Univ of Notre Dame Press, 2004. 

Thomas Carothers, confronting the Weakest Link: Aiding Political Parties in New Democracies, Carnegie Endowment, 2006.  

Charles Tilly, Democracy, Cambridge Univ Press, 2007.   

Ian Shapiro, The State of Democratic Theory, Princeton Univ Press, 2006

Carles Boix, Democracy and Redistribution, Cambridge University Press, 2003.  

Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, Modernization, Cultural Change, and Democracy, Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Grades:
10% -- Class Participation.  Students are expected to read the material before class and to participate in the discussion.  Grade will be based on thoughtful comments, reflecting the readings, not random opinion.

15% -- Author and Critic.  Each student will choose an assigned book to report on during class, acting once as author and once as critic.  On your assigned days, you will write a 700 word maximum book review, modeled on those found in the APSA’s Perspectives, in which you both summarize the book and discuss its contributions and its deficits.  Although your review covers both positives and negatives of the book, during class you will debate the book acting as either the author, explaining and defending your argument, or as the critic, questioning and criticizing the work.  (10% written review; 5% oral presentation)

25% -- Research Proposal.  Each student will have the opportunity to investigate one particular problem of democratization in one country or region or globally.  You will write a 10-12 page double-spaced research proposal including the following elements:  a) statement of the problem and research puzzle to be addressed; literature review; hypotheses to be tested or propositions to be examined; methodology (large-N statistical; small-N comparative; case study with comparison over time);  types of empirical evidence to be employed; and bibliography.  You will need to do some preliminary research to write the proposal, but you will not actually carry out the research outlined in the proposal.  Instead, this might serve as the basis for a future thesis or dissertation proposal.  in a 10-page double-spaced paper.  


The research question or puzzle must be turned in to the professor for approval by April 7.  The papers will be presented in class on  April 28 and must be turned into the professor, hardcopy and electronic format, by 5 pm on April 30.

20% -- Mid-term.  There will be an in-class midterm, essay format.

30% --  Final exam.  There will be a take-home final exam focusing on the second half of the course, but also asking the student to integrate the entire course materials.

Course Outline and Reading Assignments

CONCEPTUALIZING DEMOCRACY AND DEMOCRATIZATION

Jan 7   Introduction

Jan 14  Concepts of Democracy


Sorenson, Ch. 1


Tilly, Ch. 1-2

Jan 21  NO CLASS – MLK Holiday

Jan 28  Democratic Theory – normative and explanatory goals  (Dr. Lindsay)


Shapiro, Ch. 1-3  

ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATIONS OF DEMOCRATIZATION

Feb 4
Tilly’s Process Approach


Tilly, Ch  4-8


Shapiro, Ch. 4 , pp. 78-93

            Sorenson, Ch. 2

Feb 11  Boix’s Political Economy Approach


 Boix, entire book


 Shapiro, Ch. 5


 Sorenson, Ch. 5

Feb 18  Bermeo’s  Citizen Approach


 Bermeo, entire book

Feb 25   MIDTERM EXAM – In-class

Mar 3 
SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS

Mar 10   Lindberg’s Democratization through Elections Approach


 Electronic papers 

Mar 17  Backsliding?  Schedler’s Electoral Authoritarianism


Schedler, entire book


Sorenson, Ch. 3

Mar 24  Englehart and Welzel’s Political Culture Approach


Inglehart and Welzel, entire book

PROBLEMS OF DEMOCRATIZATION

Mar 31     Quality of Democracy (and States and Citizenship)


O’Donnell, Ch 1; skim Ch 2;  Comments: pp. 165-210

Apr 7   Representation and Political Parties (and International Democracy Promotion)


Carothers, entire book

Apr 14  Institutions


Fukuyama, “Forward” to Huntington’s Political Order in Changing Societies, Yale University Press, 2006 (new edition).


Shapiro, Ch. 4, pp. 93-103

            Sorenson, Ch. 4

Apr 21  Inclusion, Exclusion, and Social Cohesion

            Inter-American Development Bank, 2008 Report:  Outsiders – The Changing Patterns of Exclusion in Latin America and the Caribbean.  http://www.iadb.org/res/ipes/2008/index.cfm,  Ch. 1, 9, 13.


Inter-American Development Bank, Social Cohesion in Latin America and the Caribbean, 2004.  http://www.iadb.org/Publications/search.cfm?language=English&searchLang=E&keywords=&title=social+cohesion&author=&topics=&countries=&resCategory=&fromYear=&toYear=&x=33&y=15   Pp. 1-17.


Jennifer McCoy, “Democratic Transformation in Latin America,”  Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Affairs, Spring 2008 (forthcoming).  http://diplomacy.shu.edu/academics/journal/current_issue.html
April 28 – Class Presentations and Papers Due, hardcopy and electronic

May 5   FINAL EXAM – Take Home – Due 5 pm hardcopy and electronic.

