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This course analyzes the rise of industrial and democratic East Asia in the 20th century through an examination of the political economies of Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong.  Using historical and other social science perspectives, the course examines the central political institutions, economic structures and socio-economic policies of these East Asian countries.

Despite recent economic crises in the region, East Asia is still one of the most economically dynamic regions in the world and host to some of the fastest-growing economies in history.  The course focuses on two broad sets of theoretical issues: economic development and democratization.  Questions addressed include: What are the key elements of the Japanese economic model?  Is there such a thing as an "East Asian Development Model" that accounts for the high growth levels among countries in the region?  How have economic policies and development models helped the region? How have they possibly hurt it and contributed to the 1997-99 Asian financial crisis? What are the main differences in economic development paths of the East Asian nations? The main similarities?  How "democratic" is East Asia?  Have political institutions evolved over time to become more democratic?

The course is divided into five parts and is organized chronologically and by country.  A large portion of the class is devoted to Japan, the first democracy and the wealthiest industrial power in Asia, but ample course time is also given to Korea and Taiwan. The first section of the course covers the period from 1853 to 1945 and explores pre-war economic and political development in Japan, Korea and Taiwan and the historical legacies of that period.  The next section examines the Japanese economic and political model during the high growth years (1950-60s) through the early 1980s.  The third section of the course analyzes the evolution of the economic and political systems of Korea and Taiwan during the same time period (1945-85).  The fourth part of the course briefly looks at the cases of Hong Kong and Singapore.  Finally, the last section of the course looks at the recent period of economic and political turmoil in the region from the late 1980s to the present.

Required Texts and Readings:

Peter Duus, Modern Japan

Ezra Vogel, The Four Little Dragons
( Course Readings on ERes (Electronic Reserve)

The two required books are available at the GSU Bookstore, Park Place Bookstore and the Georgia Bookstore, and are also on reserve at Pullen Library.

All other course readings are available on-line on GSU’s ERes (Electronic Reserve).  To retrieve these readings:

1.  Go to http://reserves.gsu.edu and click on “Electronic Reserves and Reserve Pages.”

2.  Type in the course number POLS 4255 in the box and then click on “Search.”  

3.  Click on the course number.  

4.  Enter the password  RP4255YRB and agree to copyright provisions.  The course reserve list will appear with all the ERes readings.  The readings are not in order, so please be sure to use the class schedule below to make sure you are reading the correct assignment for the class.

Course Requirements and Grading:


Short Assignments (10%)


There will be five short on-line assignments due throughout the semester.  All assignments are located in the “Assignments” link on the WebCT course homepage.  Read the main message for the assignment and post your response as a message.  Assignments are due before class and students should be prepared to discuss them in class.

Midterm Exam (15%)


There will be an in-class midterm exam on October 11.

Term Paper (40%)


One of the main requirements for the course is a 7-10 page term paper.  I will be distributing paper guidelines and other handouts to clarify my expectations and help you write your paper.  All of these documents will also be posted on the course’s WebCT homepage in the “Term Paper” section.  There are four stages or steps leading to the final submission of the paper.  First, students must select a topic and write up a short, one paragraph description of it by September 13.  All students should post their topics on WebCT in the “Assignments” section.  Second, a paper proposal will be due on October 4. Guidelines for the paper proposal will be provided and available on WebCT.  These two first writing assignments are mandatory and will be included in your grade for short assignments (see above, 10% of total grade for the course).  Third, a rough draft of the paper is due on November 6.  I will make detailed comments on this rough draft, on the basis of which you will prepare a revised final paper.  Fourth, the final paper is due in class on November 29. The first draft of the paper is worth 10% of the final grade and the final draft is worth 30% of the final grade.  Late submissions of any of the writing assignments is strongly discouraged and will be penalized by 15 points (15% or the total grade) per day.

Final Exam (25%)


There will be a final exam.


Class Attendance and Participation (10%)

Attendance will be taken regularly and will affect one’s final grade (see below).

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Legitimate excuses for not attending class include religious holidays (e.g. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur), jury duty and illness.  If you are unable to attend class for these or any other reason, please try to get notes from a classmate.  Material covered in lectures will be included in the exams.  Please talk to me during office hours if you have any questions or problems in this area.  I enforce a strict attendance policy – bad attendance can significantly affect your final grade.  My official policy is:

Good class participation and attendance (0-1 absences) will raise a borderline grade. 

Poor attendance (5 or more absences) will lower your final grade by half-a-grade.  

Very poor attendance (8 or more absences) will lower your final grade by a full grade.

Grading System Policy

This course will be using the new Plus/Minus grading system.  I believe that this system will be a GPA gain for most students since I have found that under the old system many B+ students ended up with a B and thus got a lower numerical grade as a result.  I shall be using the following percentage system for exams:

A =  93-100

B = 83-86

C = 73-76
F = 59 or below

A- =  90-92

B- = 80-82

C- = 70-72

B+ = 87-89

C+ = 77-79

D = 60-69

Withdrawing from the class:

The last day to withdraw from the class and receive a “W” is October 15.  Please check the GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 60-61, for the procedures and policies regarding voluntary withdrawals.

Hardship withdrawal may be granted after the midpoint when nonacademic emergency situations prevent a student from completing their course work.  Hardship withdrawals are subject to restrictions, which are spelled out in the GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 61-62.

Incompletes:

An Incomplete (I) may be given to a student who for nonacademic reasons beyond his or her control is unable to meet the full requirements of the course.  In order to qualify for an I, a student must: (a) have completed most of the major assignments of the course, and (b) be earning a passing grade in the course (aside from the assignments not completed) in the judgment of the instructor.  Further information on Incompletes is available in the GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 67.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

The Georgia State University Policy on Academic Honesty applies to all assignments in this course.  While the penalty for academic dishonesty is a matter of the instructor’s discretion, in the Department of Political Science, the customary penalty for violation of academic honest rules is assignment of an “F” for the course.  For more detailed information on acts of academic dishonesty and procedures taken when students are suspected of plagiarism or cheating, see the GSU Catalog 2007-2008, pp. 70-73.

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Plagiarism is the theft of someone else’s intellectual property or presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  To avoid plagiarism, it is essential that you use proper quotation and citation in all the written work you submit for the course.  You are responsible for handing in original work and for citing all of your information sources. 
Students with Disabilities

Please advise me if you have a documented disability that needs to be accommodated.

Classroom Etiquette and Disruptive Behavior

Certain basic rules on behavior must be followed to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to learn.  University policy on disruptive behavior will be strictly enforced. The university policy defines disruptive behavior as:

“…student behavior in a classroom or other learning environment (to include both on and off-campus locations), which disrupts the educational process…Such behavior includes, but is not limited to, verbal or physical threats, repeated obscenities, unreasonable interference with class discussion, making/receiving personal phone calls or pages (text messaging) during class, leaving and entering class frequently in the absence of notice to the instructor of illness or other extenuating circumstances, and persisting in disruptive personal conversations with other class members.”

All cell phones and other communication devices must be turned off during class.  Laptops may be used in class for note-taking only, unless otherwise instructed.  Text messaging, checking email, surfing the internet and viewing videos on personal laptops during class is prohibited.  Students who disrupt the learning environment may be asked to leave the class for that session or be dropped from the course. 

E-Mail Notifications:

I will be sending e-mail messages to your GSU e-mail accounts.  If you use another e-mail account as your primary e-mail address, please arrange to have your GSU e-mail forwarded. Official GSU policy requires that I use your GSU e-mail addresses and this is the only contact information I have for you from Go-SOLAR.
The course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; deviations may be necessary.

CLASS SCHEDULE

Part 1.  Pre-War Historical Models and Legacies

Introduction: Why Study Industrial, non-Communist East Asia? (8/21)

No readings.

Video: “Meiji: Asia’s Response to the West” (8/23)

Readings: 

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 85-133

 “Revolution from Above”: The Meiji Model and Pre-War Industrialization in Japan (8/28)

Readings:

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 150-199

**First assignment due on WebCT (8/28)

Japan and Empire in Asia: The Colonial Development of Korea and Taiwan (8/30, 9/4)

Readings:

(  Samuel Pao-San Ho, “Colonialism and Development: Korea, Taiwan and Kwantung,” in Ramon Myers and Mark Peattie, eds., The Japanese Colonial Empire, Chapter 9, pp. 347-98. 

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 134-149, 200-09.

Optional/Recommended:

Atul Kohli, “Where Do High-Growth Political Economies Come From?  The Japanese Lineage of Korea’s ‘Developmental State,’” in Woo-Cumings, The Developmental State, Ch. 4.
Video: “Reinventing Japan” (9/6)

Readings: 

(  John Dower, “Constitutional Democracy: GHQ Writes a New National Charter,” Embracing Defeat, Ch. 12,  pp. 346-73.

World War II and the Allied Occupation of Japan (9/11)

Readings:

(  John Dower, “The Useful War,”in Japan in War and Peace: Selected Essays, pp.9-32.

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 214-73.

**Second assignment due on WebCT (9/11)
Part 2.  The Political Economy of the Japanese “Miracle”

Video “Inside Japan, Inc.” (9/13)

No readings.

**Paper topic due, post on WebCT (9/13)

Industrial Policy, the Developmental State and the Japanese “Miracle” (9/18)

Readings:

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, 291-311.

( Chalmers Johnson, “The Japanse Miracle,” MITI and the Japanese Miracle, Ch. 1, pp.3-34.

( “Japanese Political Economy Today: The Patterned Pluralist Model,” and other selections from Okimoto and Rohlen, eds., Inside the Japanese System, pp. 208-220.

The Financial System: 1945-1980s (9/20)

Readings:

(  Henry Laurence, Money Rules, selection from Ch. 5.

(  Kent Calder, Strategic Capitalism, Ch. 5, pp. 134-73.

** Third assignment due on WebCT (9/20)

Keiretsu, Alliance Capitalism and the Japanese Firm (9/25)

Readings:

( Takatoshi Ito, “Industrial Structure and Policy,” The Japanese Economy, Ch. 7, pp. 177-208.

Optional/Recommended:

Michael Gerlach, Alliance Capitalism, Ch. 1, p. 1-38.

Richard Pascale and Thomas Rohlen, “The Mazda Turnaround,” in Inside the Japanese System, pp. 149-69.
Politics: The “1955 System” and One-Party Rule  (1955-1993) (9/27, 10/2)

Readings:

( Gerald Curtis, The Japanese Way of Politics, Ch. 1, pp. 1-44.

(  Mark Ramseyer and Frances Rosenbluth, “Electoral Rules and Party Strategy,” Japan’s Political Marketplace, Ch. 2, pp. 16-37.

(  “Liberal-Democratic Party Dominance in the Diet,” and other selections from Daniel Okimoto and Thomas Rohlen, Inside the Japanese System, pp. 175-90.

Optional/Recommended:

Peter Duus, Modern Japan, pp. 312-30.

10/4: Video:  “Campaign”

** Paper Proposals due (10/4)
How Democratic is Japan? Protest, Social Movements, and Political Participation in Japan  (10/9)

Readings:

(  Frank Upham, “Unplaced Persons and Movements for Place,” in Gordon ed., Postwar Japan as History, pp.325-46.

(  Robert Pekkanen, “Japan’s New Politics: The Case of the NPO Law,”  Journal of Japanese Studies 26 (1): 111-48.

October 11: In-class mid-term exam

Part 3. The East Asian Miracle: A New Model?  Korea and Taiwan

Is There an “East Asian Model” of Economic Development? (10/16)

Readings:

Ezra Vogel, The Four Little Dragons, p. 83-112.

(  Robert Wade, “States, Markets and Industrial Policy,”  Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian Industrialization, Introduction and Ch.  1, pp. 3-33.

(  Peter Berger, “An East Asian Development Model?” in Berger and Hsiao, eds., In Search of an East Asian Development Model, pp.3-11.

Optional/recommended:

Hagen Koo, “The Interplay of State, Social Class and World System in East Asian Development: The Cases of South Korea and Taiwan,” in Frederic Deyo, ed., The Political Economy of the New Asian Industrialism, pp. 165-81.

World Bank, “Overview: The Making of a Miracle,” from The East Asian Miracle, pp. 1-26.

Industrial Policy, Conglomerates and the Dynamics of High Growth in Korea (10/18)

Readings:

Ezra Vogel, The Four Little Dragons, 42-65.

(  Jung-en Woo, Race to the Swift, Ch. 5 and 6, pp. 118-75.

Optional/Recommended:

Alice Amsden, Asia’s Next Giant, Ch. 12 (The Triumph of Steel).

Industrial Targeting and State Policy in Promoting Economic Growth in Taiwan (10/23)

Readings:

Ezra Vogel, The Four Little Dragons, 13-41.

(  Robert Wade, “Management of Domestic Investment,” Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian Industrialization, Ch. 6., 159-194.

(  Thomas Gold, “Export Orientation and Political Quiet, 1960-1973,” State and Society in the Taiwan Miracle, Ch.6.

(  Li-min Hsueh, Chen-kuo Hsu and Dwight Perkins, “Conclusion,” Industrialization and the State: The Changing Role of the Taiwan Government in the Economy, 1945-98. Chapter 7, pp. 175-86.

Optional: 

Robert Wade, Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian Industrialization, Ch. 7.

Constance Meaning, “State Policy and the Development of Taiwan’s Semiconductor Industry,” in Joel Aberbach, et al, The Role of the State in Taiwan’s Development, 170-92.

Authoritarianism and State-Society Relations in Industrializing Korea and Taiwan (10/25, 10/30)

Readings:

(  Chalmers Johnson, “Political Institutions and Economic Performance: The Government-Business Relationship in Japan, South Korea and Taiwan,” in Frederic Deyo, ed., The Political Economy of the New Asian Industrialism, 136-64.

(  Thomas Gold, “Chaotic Interregnum,” State and Society in the Taiwan Miracle, Ch. 4 and selection from Ch. 5.

(  Hagen Koo, “Strong State and Contentious Society,” in Hagen Koo, ed., State and Society in Contemporary Korea, pp.231-249.

Optional/Recommended:

Robert Wade, “The Political System,”  Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian Industrialization, pp. 228-255.

**Fourth assignment due on WebCT (10/30)

Part 4.  The City-States: Hong Kong and Singapore

Hong Kong (11/1) and Singapore (11/6)

Readings:

Ezra Vogel, The Four Little Dragons, pp. 66-77.

(  Stephen Chiu, K.C. Ho and Tai-lok Liu, City-States in the Global Economy: Industrial Restructuring in Hong Kong and Singpore, Ch. 2, pp. 21-50.

(  Michael Enright, et al., The Hong Kong Advantage, 29-51 .
(  Chia Siow Yue, “The Character and Progress of Industrialization,” in Kernial Singh Sandhu and Paul Wheatley, eds., Management of Success: The Moulding of Modern Singapore, 70-89, 250-79, 503-22.

(  Diane Mauzy and R.S. Milne, “Authoritarian Aspects of PAP Rule,” Ch.10 in Singapore Politics Under the People’s Action Party.  NY and London: Routledge.

(  The Economist, “One-Horse Race,” A Special Report on Hong Kong, June 27, 2007.

Optional/Recommended:

Lam Peng Er, “Singapore: Rich State, Illiberal Regime,” in James W. Morley, ed., Driven by Growth: Political Change in the Asia-Pacific Region.

Anthony B.L. Cheung.  2005.  “Hong Kong’s Post-1997 Institutional Crisis: Problems of Governance and Institutional Incompatibility.”  Journal of East Asian Studies 5 (1): 135-167.

**Term paper rough drafts due (11/6)

Part 5.  Problems with the Asian Model in the 1990s: Economic Decline, Political Change and Social Change

1980s - 1990s: The Rise and Crash of the Bubble Economy in Japan (11/8, 11/13)

Readings:

(  Peter Hartcher, The Ministry, Ch. 3 and Ch. 4, pp. 60-122.

Optional/Recommended:

Richard Katz, Japan: The System that Soured, Ch. 7, pp. 165-96

William Grimes, Unmaking the Japanese Miracle: Macroeconomic Politics, 1985-2000, Ch. 5-7

Collapse of the “1955 System” and Political Change in Japan in the 1990s (11/15)

Readings:

(  Ethan Scheiner, Democracy Without Competition, Ch. 2, pp. 31-63.

Optional/Recommended:

Raymond Christensen, “The New Japanese Election System,” Pacific Affairs (Spring 1996), 49-70.

Carlson, Matthew M. 2006. “Electoral Reform and the Costs of Personal Support in Japan.”  Journal of East Asian Studies 6 (2): 233-258.

** Fifth assignment due on WebCT (11/15)

THANKSGIVING BREAK, NO CLASSES 11/20, 11/22

1990s: The Asian Economic Crisis: Causes, Consequences and Responses (11/27)

Readings:

(  Gregory Noble and John Ravenhill, “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly? Korea, Taiwan and the Asian Financial Crisis,” in Noble and John Ravenhill, eds., The Asian Financial Crisis and the Architecture of Global Finance, pp.80-107.

(  Krugman, Paul. "The Myth of Asia's Miracle," Foreign Affairs, November/December 1994, 73(6), pp. 62-78.

(  The Economist, “Gold from the Storm,” Briefing Paper on East Asian Economies, June 30th 2007.
Optional/recommended:
Henry Laurence. “Financial System Reform and the Currency Crisis in East Asia,” Asian Survey 39 (2) March/April 1999.

Video: “The Fight for Democracy” (11/29)


** Term papers due 11/29

The Democracy Movement and Political Change in Korea (12/4)

Readings:

(  Sung-joo Han and Yung Chul Park, “South Korea: Democratization at Last,” in Morley, ed., Driven by Growth: Political Change in the Asia-Pacific Region (First Edition), pp. 163-91.
(  David I. Steinberg and Myung Shin. 2006. “Tensions in South Korean Political Parties in Transition: From Entourage to Ideology?”  Asian Survey 46 (4): 517-537.
Optional/recommended:

Bruce Cummings, Korea’s Place in the Sun, Ch. 7 (pp. 337-93).

Democratization and Changing State-Society Relations in Taiwan (12/6)

Readings:

(  Tun-jen Cheng and Chia-lung Lin.  “Taiwan: a Long Decade of Democratic Transition,” in James W. Morley, ed., Driven by Growth: Political Change in the Asia-Pacific Region (Revised Edition), pp. 224-51.

(  Dafydd Fell.  2005.  “Measuring and Explaining Party Change in Taiwan: 1991-2004.”  Journal of East Asian Studies 5 (1):  105-133.

Optional/recommended:

Thomas Gold, “Civil Society in Taiwan: The Confucian Dimension,” in Tu Wei-ming, ed., Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, pp. 244-58.
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