
Cheryl Levick named new 
athletics director
University of Maryland chief of staff/ 
executive senior AD takes helm March 30
By Lisa Jordan Spires • lspires@gsu.edu

Georgia State University President Mark Becker named Cheryl Levick as the university’s 
new athletics director Feb. 25. 
“Cheryl Levick’s dedication to excellence both on and off the field made her the 

obvious choice to lead the charge in 
exciting change in athletics here at 
Georgia State,” Becker said.

Levick is currently chief of staff/
executive senior athletic director at 
the University of Maryland. Prior 
to that, she was athletics director 
at Saint Louis University, served as 
the first female athletics director 
at Santa Clara University and was 
senior associate athletics director at 
Stanford University. Levick, a St. Louis 
native, is a graduate of the University 
of Missouri and earned a master’s 
degree in athletic administration 
from Indiana University.

“It is a very important time in 
the history of Georgia State University, a period of growth, exciting goals and elevating 
the university to new heights,” Levick said. “Athletics will play an integral role in this 
strategic growth.”

Levick has received numerous awards for her work in athletics and was named the 
2001 Division I Athletic Administrator of the Year by the National Association of Collegiate 
Women Athletic Administrators. In 1998 and 1999, she was named one of the nation’s 
Top 25 Female Sports Executives by Street and Smith’s Sports Business Journal.

Levick comes to Georgia State as the university makes preparations for its first 
football team, set to begin play in 2010. She will assume her duties as athletics director 
on March 30.

“Football will add a dimension of visibility, campus spirit and school pride never 
before seen on this campus,” Levick said. “I welcome the challenge to lead this program 
in this period of change.”
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How has the economy affected your office?	
The economy has affected us a lot. More and 
more students are coming in requesting financial 
aid. The number of financial aid applications for 
the upcoming year has increased by at least 
6,000. More and more students are also applying 
for student loans and college work study, which 
has been a real challenge for us because we don’t 
have the allocations to fully fund every student 
interested in work study. We’ve also seen a lot 
more students denied private loans due to the 
crisis in the lending industry.

What can students do to increase their chances of 
getting aid?
We  recommend stu- 
dents complete their 
financial aid applica-
tions prior to April 1, 
which is our priority 
deadline. We have a 
limited amount of 
campus-based aid 
and we can’t award 
everybody. Getting 
their application in 
early increases their 
chances. Another big 
thing students can 
do is research schol-
arships. Check online 
and check with your high school, local civic groups, 
your church, your parents’ employer or your cur-
rent employer. Apply for as many as you can and 
hopefully you’ll receive one.

Is President Obama’s stimulus plan going to help 
Georgia State students?
The huge benefit for Georgia State is going to be 
the increase in Federal Pell Grants. The maximum 
amount has increased by $500 for 2009-10 and 
by $200 for 2010-11. It helps students because 
if they qualify, that’s an extra $250 per semester, 
which is a huge benefit for our need-based stu-
dents. Another big development is that we’ll have a 
year-round Pell Grant program for 2009-10, where 
students can attend during fall, spring and summer 
semesters and receive the grant. The federal gov-
ernment is also putting more work study funding 
into the budget for institutions. This might not im-
pact us this year but it could for 2010-11. 

Any advice for filling out the FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid)?
Students often get intimidated by the FAFSA 
because it has over 100 questions on the 
application. But they should stick it out because it 
can be beneficial in the long run. If students have 
any questions or need assistance completing the 
FAFSA, they can contact our department. We 
don’t have a problem sitting down with students 
and their parents and assisting them. That’s what 
we’re here for.  

‘Where in the World is Georgia State?’ 
By Liz Babiarz • lbabiarz@gsu.edu 

A re you working on research in a new 
location? Studying abroad for a semester? 

Traveling to a conference to give a presentation? 
Going on a fun vacation with family or friends?  

Tell us about it, and your picture and 
story could end up on “Where in the World is 
Georgia State?” It’s a new Web site developed by 
University Relations that highlights the university’s 
presence around the country and world. 

The site — www.gsu.edu/world — has an 
interactive flash map of the world.  Yellow stars 
denote the university’s long-term international
programs, green dots highlight study abroad 
programs, and red pins show faculty, students, staff and alumni who have sent in photos from 
their voyages. Each icon has a photo of a person and a short description of what he or she is 
doing in that location. 

For example, click on Ayutthaya, Thailand, to see Richard Laub, director of the Heritage 
Preservation Program, and learn about how he led a group of students on a study abroad trip to 
explore that country’s rich cultural landscapes. 

So, if you’re traveling soon, please take a Georgia State t-shirt or sweatshirt along and take 
a picture of yourself. Then visit the site, click on the “Submit a photo” button and fill out the form. 

If you have a suggestion of a program that should be highlighted, contact Andrea Jones, 
assistant director of media relations and publications, at andreajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-1351.

Maury Kalnitz, a visiting lecturer in the college of 
business, in front of the pyramids in Giza, Egypt. 

New Georgia State Athletics Director Cheryl Levick talks with reporters during a 
Feb. 25 press conference announcing her hire.
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Georgia State’s Raheem Beyah is exploring innovative ways to keep computer 
networks secure from potential attackers.
The assistant professor of computer science has received a five-year, $400,000 Faculty Early 

Career Development Program grant from the National Science Foundation to explore methods 
to better detect cyber activity, that could do great harm to individuals, organizations, businesses 
and government.

There are two ways to approach intrusion detection — either on the computers themselves, 
with antivirus and firewall software — or by having a detection program on the network that 
observes intrusions. Both have their benefits, but there are detractions for each method, Beyah said.

“The software itself on a computer can damage the device, or it can open up new avenues 
for attackers to access the system,” he explained. “If you have intrusion detection on a network, 
this is mitigated, but it does not give you the same level of detail about intrusions compared with 
methods residing on the host.”

Attempting to find the intrusion could be as harmful as the intrusion itself, a situation Beyah 
compares to a biopsy in cancer patients. 

“It would be really nice if they could use a non-intrusive tool to tell whether you have 
cancer without having to cut into the body,” he said. “My goal is to do something to bridge 
between the two detection methods, and to give us the strengths of both while minimizing the 
weaknesses.”

In addition to security research, Beyah plans to reach out to underrepresented groups in 
science, mathematics, technology, and engineering subjects — including minorities and females 
— through a summer academy that will teach students about computer architecture and 
networking.

Previous Georgia State Computer Science CAREER recipients include assistant professors 
Yingshu Li and Xiaojun Cao. Li is researching routing problems in sensor networks, while Cao is 
investigating optical networking.

Computer science professor studies 
new approach to cyber defense
By Jeremy Craig • jcraig@gsu.edu

Chris Rosenbloom, Ph.D., is a 
nutrition professor and associate 
dean for academic affairs in the 
College of Health and Human 
Sciences. Her column appears 
regularly in Villager courtesy of 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Eating out doesn’t have to 
doom your diet  
By Chris Rosenbloom • dietitian@ajc.com

You may be dining out healthfully without even knowing it.
The Culinary Institute of America has partnered with the 

Harvard School of Public Health to make dining out delicious and 
healthful, in a sneaky kind of way. At the World of Healthy Flavors 
conference, scientists meet food service operators, restaurateurs 
and chefs to share best practices and the winner is us — the 
diners of America.
	 This partnership is all about creating dishes that diners will 
crave and that feature taste and enjoyment as the entree, with 
nutrition and health as the sides. You won’t find these items marked 
with little hearts or segregated to a corner of the menu. Healthful 
dishes are sharing top billing with the higher-calorie, not-so-heart-
healthful items. Visit the Web site of your favorite restaurant to 
find nutrition information on all your favorite dishes.

Good-for-you choices
•	Starbucks: Try the Perfect Oatmeal with dried fruit or nut 

medley, a Fruit Stella or a multigrain roll with almond butter for 
a delicious breakfast or snack.

•	 Dunkin Donuts: That’s right, Dunkin Donuts offers an oven-toasted flatbread sandwich.  
I tried the Egg White Veggie Flatbread recently when my flight was delayed and enjoyed 
every bite.

• 	Outback Steakhouse: Best known for thick steaks and fried appetizers; take another 
look at this restaurant. Order from the gluten-free menu if you need to avoid wheat. The 
regular menu looks good, too, featuring smaller filets (7 ounces). But don’t worry; you can 
still get a 12-ounce steak if that is your choice, even though as a dietitian I suggest asking 
for a doggie bag and taking half of it home for another meal. Chicken or Shrimp on the 
Barbie treats you to healthy protein with plenty of fresh, seasonal vegetables.

• Panera Bread: Try the whole-grain baguettes or stone-milled rye to give you quality 
carbohydrates. Pair with half a Fuji Apple With Chicken Salad and a cup of low-fat soup 
for a tasty meal loaded with fiber and whole grains.

• 	Applebee’s: Cajun Lime Tilapia, Grilled Chile Lime Chicken and Steak and Portobellos 
don’t sound like diet foods, but all fit into Weight Watchers’ point system. You wouldn’t 
know it from the taste.

• 	Pizza Hut: Try the Natural, with marinated tomato slices or veggies. Two slices provide one 
serving (16 grams) of whole grains (it is recommended that we get at least three servings 
— 48 grams — of whole grains a day), and the vegetable toppings cut the saturated fat 
found in meat toppings.

Georgia State University’s new Web portal, PAWS, has launched
 Panther Access to Web Services (PAWS) is officially up and running. PAWS combines 

Georgia State services, resources and information from the Web into one location for 
easy access. Students can update registration, financial aid, personal information and all 
other functions previously performed in GoSOLAR. Faculty and staff can link to other 
commonly used systems on campus.

 PAWS also provides university news, calendar events and announcements relevant to 
each person’s role at Georgia State. In the future, the PAWS Office will continue to expand 
and develop the portal to bring users more personalized information and more interaction. 

Look for the PAWS icon on the upper-right corner of the university’s Web site, or 
visit https://paws.gsu.edu. Sign in with your campus ID and password. 

Once logged in, you will find a virtualized campus environment with convenient 
access to information specific to your role at the university.  

For more information, contact Kristian Serrano, PAWS administrator in the PAWS 
Office, part of Enrollment Services, at kserrano@gsu.edu or 404-413-2276.

Free health screenings, training workshops available to employees
 Georgia State University’s Office of Employee Development and Wellness wants to 

help all faculty and staff members improve their professional skills development and take 
steps toward healthier lifestyles.

No-cost, preventative health screenings are available to all faculty and staff at the 
new Wellness Center, 332 Sparks Hall, the first Thursday of every month, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Available services provided by the Department of Nursing include blood pressure checks, 
diabetes management information and more. To schedule an appointment, please  
call 404-413-3345.

Additionally, the 2009 Spring/Summer Training Catalog is now available. Want to 
enhance your skills? Looking to take your department to the next level? Check the 
catalog for new workshops, certificate trainings and department customized seminars. 
Sign up for any of the sessions via the new Human Resources Web site, www.gsu.edu/hr.

For more information, contact the Office of Employee Development and  
Wellness, part of the Department of Human Resources, at 404-413-3342 or via 
e-mail at edws@gsu.edu.

DAEL to host lecture series
 Georgia State’s Digital Arts and Entertainment Laboratory will bring successful 

film and television professionals to campus to speak on careers and trends in the 
entertainment industry as part of a weekly lecture series.

u n i v e r s i t y  b r i e f s
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DAEL Presents lectures will be held from 4 to 5 p.m. Wednesdays in the DAEL 
Theater at One Park Place. On March 11, new media producer Michael Koziol will 
discuss the potential for brands to become media properties and the future market 
for online video distribution. On March 18, Jonathan Rej, owner of Atlanta’s Plaza 
Theater, will address theater ownership and licensing films for screening. On March 25, 
producer Marc Adler will discuss his experience making an animated feature outside 
of Hollywood and give advice on wide-release distribution. On April 1, a panel of 
professionals working in Georgia’s entertainment production industry will discuss 
freelance media opportunities and career paths. On April 8, film and television music 
producer Bobbie Bailey finishes up the series with a discussion on Atlanta as an 
internationally known center for music production.

For more information, visit http://dael.gsu.edu or call DAEL director Kay Beck at  
404-413-5644.

Georgia State named to Presidential Honor Roll 
for Community Service

 Georgia State University students, faculty and staff spent 59,040 hours serving the 
community through various projects during the 2007-2008 school year.

For their exemplary service, Georgia State was honored Feb. 10 with a place on the 
President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll.

“It’s a big honor to be recognized for our services,” said Lovell Lemons, director of 
Georgia State’s Office of Civic Engagement. “Hopefully, this recognition will inspire others 
to want to be involved and make a difference.”

The Community Service Honor Roll is the highest federal recognition a school can 
achieve for its commitment to service learning and civic engagement. 

In total, 635 schools across the nation were recognized. Honorees for the award 
were chosen based on factors including the scope and innovation of service projects, 
percentage of student participation in service activities, incentives for service and the 
extent to which the school offers academic service-learning courses.

Roughly 20 percent of Georgia State students, faculty and staff participated in 
many community service projects last year, including the Colonial Athletic Association 
Blood Challenge and Hands On Atlanta Day. Georgia State also shone in its service 
to youth in disadvantaged circumstances through programs like JumpStart, After-School  
All-Stars Atlanta, Upward Bound and the DREAMS Institute. 

Middle East Institute presents film festival
 The Middle East Institute at Georgia State will present its sixth annual Middle East Film 

Festival March 30 through April 3 in the Cinefest Theater at the Student Center.
On March 30, “The Battle of Algiers” will be presented with a lecture by assistant 

professor Ian Campbell. On March 31, “Beyond Belief ” will be screened along with a 
workshop presented by the filmmakers. 

For a complete schedule and movie times, visit www.gsu.edu/mideast.

Measuring economic activity focus of 2009 Usery Lecture
 Katharine Abraham, former commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics and a 

leading researcher on the measurement and analysis of economic activity, will be the 
keynote speaker at the 2009 Fifth Annual W.J. Usery Distinguished Lecture at 2 p.m. 
March 12, in the 7th floor seminar room in the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies, 
14 Marietta St.

 Abraham, a professor of economics at University of Maryland, will discuss her 
paper, “What We Don’t Know Could Hurt Us: Some Reflections on the Measurement 
of Economic Activity.” 

“Katharine Abraham is an ideal person to give the Usery Lecture, combining 
distinguished careers in research and public service,” said Barry Hirsch, W.J. Usery Chair 
of the American Workplace and professor of economics in AYSPS. 

The lecture is open to all faculty, students and staff. Seating is limited and on a 
first-come, first-served basis. For more information, contact Hirsch at bhirsch@gsu.edu.

Film series highlights the experience of disability 
 Georgia State University’s Center for Leadership in Disability is presenting an upcoming 

film series as part of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month in 
March and Autism Awareness Month in April. 

The first annual Experience of Disability in America film series presents engaging 
films on Wednesdays that promote awareness and appreciation of the diverse lives, 
stories and artistic expressions of people with different disabilities.

Discussions and other programs will follow each film. The free series — open to 
students, staff and community — starts March 11 and each film will be shown at 7 p.m. 
at Cinefest, located in the Georgia State University Center.

The full schedule includes: March 11: “Darius Goes West”; March 18: “Including 
Samuel”; March 25: “My Left Foot: The Story of Christy Brown”; April 8: “What’s Eating 
Gilbert Grape”; April 15: “Mozart and the Whale”; April 22: “Her Name is Sabine”; and 
April 29: “Autism: The Musical.”

u n i v e r s i t y  b r i e f s

Snow Panther
A rare snowfall blankets the Georgia State University campus on Sunday, March 1. 
With students off for spring break and most faculty and staff home for the weekend, 
disruption to campus activities was minimal, and it was business as usual on Monday.
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Julie Ancis, professor of counseling 
and psychological services, gave two 
presentations in January at the Nefesh 
International Conference in Staten  
Island, N.Y. Her first presentation was  
titled “Contextually Responsive and 
Effective Interventions for Women,” 
and her second was titled “Identifying 
the Psychosocial Impact of Divorce 
and Custody Disputes on Women: 
Clinical Implications.” 

Roy Bahl, Regents’ Professor of eco-
nomics, traveled to Delhi, India, 
where he served as an adviser to 
the National Institute for Public  
Finance and Policy on their submis-
sions to the Central Finance Com-
mission of the Government of In-
dia. He then traveled to Kathmandu, 
Nepal, Feb. 9 to advise a research team 
on preparations for their intergovern-
mental fiscal reform paper that will 
be considered as background for the 
redrafting of the national constitution.

Karifah Bowen, a lead 
information security 
administrator in 
IS&T, earned the 
Holistic Information 
Security Practitioner.

School of Music Director W. Dwight 
Coleman has been selected as one 
of four artists to receive the Loridans 
Arts Medal. The Loridans Arts Medal 
recognizes long-term contributions to 
Atlanta’s arts community.

Andrew Doyle, chair of the Depart-
ment of Kinesiology and Health, was 
named a fellow for the American  
College of Sports Medicine. 

Rebecca Ellis, assistant professor of 
kinesiology and health, was named 
a fellow for the American Alliance for 
Health, Physical Education, Recreation 
& Dance Research Consortium.

Mark Geil, associate professor of  
kinesiology and health, was named to 
the Rehabilitation Research & Develop-
ment Scientific Merit Review Section 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Chris Ingalls, associate professor of   
kinesiology and health, was named  act-
ing chair of Georgia State’s Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee.

Joyce King, professor of educational 
policy studies, participated in the 
launch of the World Festival of Black 

Arts & Culture during January 
at the United Nations in 

New York, at the invi-
tation of the president 
of Senegal.  She also 
served on an expert 

panel on Jan. 22 for the 
California State Department of Edu-
cation’s P-16 Planning Committee 
that is designing a culturally relevant 
teacher preparation program.

Jackie Lund, associate professor of 
kinesiology and health, was awarded 

the Distinguished Service Award from 
the National Association of Kinesiol-
ogy and Physical Education in Higher 
Education.

John Lutzker, director of the Center 
for Healthy Development and visiting 
professor of public health, and Daniel  
Whitaker, director of the National Safe- 
Care Training and Research Center,  
are co-editors of “Preventing Partner 
Violence: Research and Evidence-
Based Intervention Strategies,” pub-
lished in March by the American  
Psychological Association.

From the Division of Information Sys-
tems and Technology, Orrin Marshall, 
network technology manager, and 
Mark Roberson, assistant director of 
networks, received their Six Sigma 
Green Belt certification. 

Lisa Martin-Hansen, assistant profes-
sor of science education in Middle 
Secondary Instruction in the College 
of Education, has been named associ-
ate editor for the Electronic Journal of 
Science Education.

Mike Metzler, professor of kinesiol-
ogy and health, is the new president-  
elect of the National Association for 
Kinesiology and Physical Education in 
Higher Education. Mike will assume 
the office at the January 2010 Confer-
ence in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Colleen O’Rourke, associate professor 

and coordinator of the Communica-
tions Disorders Program, participated 
in the American Academy of Audiol-
ogy’s Gold Standards Summit 2009 
“Transforming Clinical Education in 
Audiology” in Orlando, Fla., Jan. 12-14.

Jason Reifler, assistant professor of 
political science, co-authored “Paying 
the Human Costs of War: American 
Public Opinion and Casualties in Mili-
tary Conflicts,” recently published by 
Princeton University Press.

David L. Sjoquist, director of the Fiscal 
Research Center, participated in the 
“Property Tax Policy Roundtable” held 
in Washington D.C. Feb. 13-14. The 
event was co-sponsored by the Lincoln 
Institute of Land Policy and the George 
Washington Institute of Public Policy 
of George Washington University.

Dennis Thompson, professor of edu-
cational psychology and special  
education, and Ferda Aysan, a pro-
fessor at Dokuz Eylul University in 
Izmir, Turkey, presented “Professional 
Child Rearing Advice in the Early 20th 
Century: American and International  
Perspectives” at the World Conference 
on International Sciences at the Near 
East University in Cyprus, in February.

Xiaojun Cao, assistant professor of 
computer science, was recently named 
an associate editor of IEEE Communi-
cations Letters, a monthly journal of 
the IEEE Communications Society.
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Milestone honors
By Jeremy Craig • jcraig@gsu.edu

Georgia State’s Office of Employment Relations would like to recognize employees celebrating milestone anniversaries with the university. 
Milestone honorees will be recognized at a universitywide recognition reception 2 p.m. March 27 in the Student Center Ballroom.  

All employees celebrating anniversaries in multiples of five years will be honored.  
Faculty and staff marking their 25th, 30th , 35th and 40th anniversaries are listed below. 

09-0843

25 Years	 	
Leslie J. Brandon, Kinesiology and Health
Sharon E. Bryant, Building Services 

Administration and Support
Subramanian Chandrasekaran, 

Chemistry
Wanda L. Cooley, Andrew Young School 

of Policy Studies
John R. Day, Affirmative Action
William A. Gregory, College of Law  
Patricia K. Hicks, University Research 

Services and Administration
Kelly S. Hilliard, Technology 

Infrastructure
Charles H. Hopper, Physics and 

Astronomy
Alvena Jefferson, Disbursements
Phyllis D. Kimbro, Early Childhood 

Education
Philip A. Laporte, Usery Center
Phillip McClendon, Building Services 

Administration and Support
Paul S. Milich, College of Law

Chau Van Nguyen, Decision Support 
Systems-Institutional Research

Tammy Patterson-Hill, College of Arts and 
Sciences Office of Academic Affairs

Elaine King Persons, Early Childhood 
Education

Patricia E. Rackliffe, College of Law, Registrar
Stephen R. Ratterree, Decision Support 

Systems-Institutional Research
Judith M. Shelton, Library
Robert B. Simmons, Biology
Martha L. Singer, Institutional Research
Pamela K. Smith, Robinson College of 

Business-Dean’s Office
Corrin M. Sorteberg, Benefits
Robert J. Stevens, Information Systems and 

Technology
Joel H. Swanson, Technology Infrastructure
Leonard Ray Teel, Communication
		
30 Years	 	
Cecilia H. Cantrell, Sociology
Tod R. Davis, Property Control
Frank J. Hall, Mathematics and Statistics

Les Janis, Georgia Career Information 
Center

David V. Martin. Georgia Council on 
Economic Education

David J. Matthias, Registrar
Nathaniel L. Orr, School of Music
Elizabeth M. Talamas, Robinson College 

of Business, Systems Support
Joseph J. Walker, Mathematics and 

Statistics

35 Years	 	
Peter C. Eisemann, Finance Department
Benjamin D. Johnson, Campus Services
Stephen H. Pitches, University 

Educational Technical Services
Malinda G. Snow, English
David W. Wingert, Physics and 

Astronomy
		
40 Years	 	
Billy J. Andrews, Property Control
Steven T. Manson, Regents’ Professor of 

Physics and Astronomy
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